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of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bongal sally 
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~ Sadurday, the 22nd January 1870. 
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His Hoxor mae Laroimxsst-Govensch ov Brveat, Proafding, + * 


Banoo Cuundie Monun Cuarmame, 
“'T. M. Ronson, Esq. 
F. F. Wxman, Es§., 
( ann 
ATYANUND Guosat, Banoo Jovennpro Monvuy Tagore. 


VILLAGE CHOWKEEDARS, 


sven Ti Txowrsoy moved for leave to bring in a Bill to provide for the spots 
tenance of village chowkeedars, 
that the subject, the discussion of which the Council was now a 
Lag legislation, was one which had very largely occupied the pyre 
ent during the last thirty years ; and though in dealing with it 
concerned only the status of a very humble individual in the social 
en and much abused “ village chowkeedar,’—it would be found, he 
deliberations proceeded, that the object and purport of any tueawnte 
ent and maintenance of a village police had an important bear~ 
» well-boing of the individual himself, but also upon the welfare and 
n of the country at large. ‘The trath of such a statement would be at 
ieee remembered that a village watch, under one denomination or 
conditions as to its constitution and character, was found to be in 
day in every District in the Lower Provinces. 
to detain the Council, on tie present occasion at least, bit 
of the institution, partly beqause there were el 
the older laws and prescription on Nae the rights of 
‘irae the Government, were respecti 


oe 


positions of 
sib], apres leet 
a ron ese 
ia 


rae 
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existing 1 
vil that there Was ample material long m 
had arisen within the last quarter of a century to occupy their full attedtion in 


that the Council should bear in mind that in prmcbes 
to deal with it in a double dspect. It would be in their knowle that 
b ‘which came before them were—the subject as it had reference to the 
to whom lands had been assigned as a remuneration, of their service, and the | 
» who, as they now existed in a great portion of the Lower Provinces, were n 
‘receipt of money payments, Whatever might have been the origin of these different 
the fact was a patent one, and, he must say, added to the complications anc diffi r 
~ surrounded the subject. It should also be remembered that those two great, divisions: yw 
sub-divided into numerous others ; and that while the land-holding police (if he might so term 
‘them) contained wealthy occupiers of extensive estates (though to. these there need be little 
xeference in ‘the present measure), they also comprised the holders of petty tenures down to 
_ even three or four heegahs: and as regards the moncy-receiving police, which prevailed under 
‘numerous denominations in the Eastern Districts of Bengal especially, the village watchman» 
~ ‘was a dependant for the paymeut of his services upon the good-will simply of tie community —— 
in which he lived. : . Heats ] 
“In both these systems of rural police it was the opinion, hemight safely say, of all who had a 
either considered the subject from writings, or who had been brought into eontactowith it — 
practically in the executive administration of thc country, that anomalies and irregularities 
and defects existed which demanded the interference of the Legislature with a view to revision ~ 
and reform, The object of his present address was to solicit their co-operation in-placing ~ 
this institution upon @ satisfactory footing. abe 
He would detain them but a short time to explain the grounds on which the necessity 
for interference rested. , 5: RS 
If regard be had, first, to the village Bolire whose remuneration was secured by assignments. 
of land, it might ‘be said generallysof them (leaving aside for the present the controverted 
points which Had at timés,arisen as tothe relative rights of zémindars and the Government as: > 
to the nominatiowand ‘serviées of such, polige officers) that wherever they exi in some _ 
form or another they had by long use, if not by positive enactment, owed a divi 
between the landholder and the executive authorities under Government. Now the 
arose from this service of two masters were found to be so serious that any measure’ 
would remove them would be gf very great value. In the first place it would put m 
the frequent unsatisfactory contentions which had been too acting for many years, Teal 
to expense and litigation even up to the Highest tribunal in England. It would et 
end to the anomalous position of the village police officer, who, distracted now by, a 
service, was in the habit of playing off one master against another to the discontent of - 
both, and, what was worse, to the almost entire neglect of the duties for which he held ‘his 
Jands. If the Council regarded but cursorily what the present calls upon him were, the di 
ties of his position would at once be recognized. If at be (as some held) that suche 
_ dar holding lands in a zemindar’s estate was, by the nature of his tenure, in the first 
hound to the service of the zemindar; that during the day he could be 
the collection of rents, in the summoning of refractory tenants, in attendance apo 
and duties of this kind; he must be, he (Mr. Thompson) conceived, a mortal of d 
stitution to ourselves if he could during the night discharge properly the fun 
pe upon him as the guardian and protector of the lives and property of the: 
to which he belonged. It scarcely needed the experience of many years, and the 
of many officials to convince us that the double duty could not be ried. 
labors which were necessary in the tillage of his land to give him it 
him for the toils and watchfulness of the night. The result had been an entire 
duties of a public character appertaining to his position which might just as well 
‘ the abolition of the office itself, +a aaly 


eae where the opposite principle was iu force, and the 
his pay to the villagers zs hs he served, the same result of the utter i 
was ascertained, thongh admittedly from different causes, — 
that the chowkeydar in these villages should be nominated to his post. 
village, sometimes with and sometimes without the consent of 


tment the chowkeydar received a list of the 


of the » 
he (Mr, Thompson) believed, to the confirmation of the 
a Sra villagers 





that about eleven yearsago a Bill, with the object of reforming the rural polic 
nto the Legislative Council as then constituted by Mr. Ricketts, a gentleman. 
vb cies of the provinces tnder the Bengal Government, 
evinced the keenest interest in. the wants and necessities of seuss 
Bill, though referred to a Select Committee for report, had not proc: fare 
from the discussions which then took place a knowledge was gained of the | 
“were then ‘prevalent.of the village police in this country. The view of. 
of the police, as it appeared to him in 1859, was that it was an intolerable state 
which the most stringent remedies were necessary. ye Piven 
(Mr. Thompson) found, going back a few years further, an extract from « minute of _ 
s, a member of the Governor General’s Council, in which he spoke of the mofusail 4. 
‘most di: ful state, and recorded his conviction that “ in pro, to the 
‘el jars were found guilty of heinous ¢rimes than persons not chowkees 
i all offences of every kind,—in a word that by far the worst robbers in the 
wore the*chowkeedars themselves, and that they were a.curse to the country.) 
same general views were confirmed by Sir John Peter Grant whenelieutenante 
ior of these Provinces, when he said that it had always appeared to him, that. “the 
Police was the worst feature in our administration. It was neither the police of the 


tae tine police of the Government. It was unpopular, abitrary, and vexatious, a 
2) 


‘time that it undisciplined, incapable, and ill-directed.” igh! 
Y perhaps the strongest testimony to the worthlessness of suc stitution was, 
what was found recorded in one of the reports of a Commission appointed, several years. 
|, in considering the measures which should be adopted for the improvement of 
police, it seriously recommended that an order throughout the country 
* and confine the chowkeedars would do more to put a stop to robbery’ th: 
measure. Well, there might be no’ hesitation im.saying that what was pronounced by 
competent authotities so essentially bad in 1859 Tad mot been rogroecsi ae “by the 
non-interference of Government during the last ten. years. MWe jad: mot: extracted) sen- 
-sati strong paragraphs to support the Yiews which he wished to establish’; for he might: 
Many opinions of local officers Of ability which had since been published, or he 
il to the experience of the Native Members before him, whether the present system, 
lice was not as bad as it could be, Within recent, years Mr, Hobhouse, in report= 
- subject, had exposed the oa character of the rural police in the — 


int) to be considered is tho organization of the force iteelf. Aw nt present constitubld ié ia 
i the zemindar and the village community, or by one of 
i by Jands, or by, wages in-money or kind; hejis:olao 
fe is a fellow villager of the villagers, and almost, ani he is a tenant, of the zemindar,: 
ie is paid in money or in kind, are always ludicrously insufficient, aro goerally in nrrears, 
“regalarly. His if they are sufficient for his maintenance, are also of that extent that 
‘of his time to cultivate. “When they are insufliient—and they usually are so—and 
4nsufficiont—and they always are so—what is the village watchman to do? Ho niust live, 
livoe tpt thrives, and he thrives not unfroquently:by being the leader and most usally 
n, or the conniver at, theolfences it is his duty to prevent or discover and disclose, 
shad been made in recent years, and with success, to improve the 
Cy peices which now under a special organization and. 
(Mr. Thompson) was convinced, however, that whatever it 
now in the way of an efficient performance of police 
would be immeasurably greater if it could be suppl 
d and ae eld village wateb.. In the hope 
0! i h - 


\d if leave was granted occasion, in pre va 
va the Coun tate what in hit opaion ead be the 
move for leave to bring in the Bill, pedhs seus 

wh it f 


f 





nications be 
poner. Sips aaae sion 
ry ) ommisgi 
a Gating ge Commissioner 
jouer of the mE Divisions whilst amongst 
on purely Messrs, ly, Morgan, Westland, Gi 
nealy. pe 
jon was agreed to. fe 
est of the Presipent, the Assi Secretary read 
‘ed late on the previous day from the Honorary 0 
, oflering certain remarks and suggestions on some of the provisi 
letter having been read— ; Sin 


® Pruerenr said that the regular way of dealing with communicatio at 
had just deen read was for the Secretary to cause the commanica to 
sent to Honoratl® Memb bat as the present communication campiated 
re i to be taken into consideration to-day, he had directed the communication. 
he Couneil. 4 by 
3 "Bh eonsittraton of Seeljon 1 was postponed. . sey 
tection 2 was agreed to alter some verbal amendments, 
ions B to 7 were agreed to. 
Section 8 greed to with a verbal amendment. 
‘Sections 9 to 13 were uzteed to. 
‘Section! 14 ‘was agifollows :— e 
“When # or lands of & ward are witnate within two or moro Divisions, the. ‘Board, 
anne Gan ae shall have the charge of the person of the “ ; 


BEC te i Ae 7 
- Section ed with a verbal amendment. ¥ 
Geen 17 providél that the orders avd proceedings of a Collector should 
jon of the Court of Wards, and that an appeul from any such order 
preferred within one month, a 
mye ', Monex said the object of the Bill was to leave the law as it stood ab present, 
& tion I. of 1829 the powers and authorities of the Board of Revennens the 
ids were tradsferred to the Commissioners of Revenue, a general control and 
ig, Teserved. to the. Board; while the present Bill provided that re 
edings of the Court of Wards should he subject entirely to the contra), 
‘the ard, It was thought that it would be advisable to give appeal of 
‘or to the Commissioner, but that it would not be advisable to give a 
orders of the Commissioner to the Board of Revenue; that, howe 
from petitioning the Board to revise an order of a Commissi 
vi mild be better to leave a discretion to the Board to 
id in filet be leaving the Ja it stood at present. cf 
ssed with an addition, made on the motion 
art of Wards, if it should think fit, to revise, mo 
be a Collector, after the lapse of the period of one 
en preferred or not.” : : 
‘as agreed to with a verbal amendment. : 
jeath, of a proprietor whose 
hag perdeare any. 
and papers 





‘reported to be disq: 
ietor was isguaulified solely from being a female, 
it contemplated by the Act. he and section of the 
d competent to the management of their own estates. was 
led with a disqualification, that would entitle the Court to enquire 
ofa female proprietor. He would, therefore, move that. 
‘section, instead of the words “If a proprietor shall | ieee 
from being a female,” the fullowing words be substituted : “If any female 
be reported te: be disqualified from incompetency to manage her estate,” 
earried, and the section as amended agreed to. © Hes 
greed to with a verbal amendment, 
ided for the production of a winor before the Collector and the maki 
inet custody, The section was agreed to with the addition of the. 
tted on the motion of Mr. Money:— —, 
inpiiance to his orders under iki ection, the Coast may inpons find not Heed: 
fine not-exceeding Rs, 200 until the production of the person of the minor. 
8 23, 24, apd 25 related to enquivies in the case of idiots, Junaties, and other 
aca disqualified on the ground of some natural or acquired delect or infirmity, 


uRab said that these sections had reference only to the case of di 
ain in the mofussil; but a disqualified proprietor might reside and 
| jurisdiction of the High Court, whilst his estate might be in the 

subject to the jurisdiction of the Court of Wards. He was not prepared y 

saan of these sections ; but as regards Section 23, the modification would 
ia the Act of 1358 there was.a secvion which provided vhat the’ anpertatonss 
Court of Wards sbould extend, to the Ps teaacd “of land sie beyond th 

¢ Court; but there would be some difficulty as regard Prop ptietors of mae 

by some natural or arquired infirmity and who x within pie 


bs High Cot because this Council could not give new jurisdiction to the High 
a XXXV. of 1965, the only ground of Uh ust be idiotey or lunae: 


jon of the -present Bill if would 
¢ the disqualification therein referred to. 
1 of Bastions 28, 24, and 25 was then postponed. 
, amongst other things, that if a testamentary guardian’ had 
should aan the fuet to the Court of Wards, and state in his 
ny and what objections to the appointment of such ‘anit eiyy gu 
n of the ward. 
Monvx Tacons said that ho thought there was no necessity for it 
the fitness or otherwise of the testamentary guardian, The gu 
ward's person, and surely the testator was best able to 
undertake that duty, If suvh enquiries were allowed, 
the wishes of the testator, If, however, after a 
1 were found incompetent, he might be removed, and the 
in his stead. For these reasons he (Baboo Joteendro Mohan 
“omeochs ot ae section should stand thus: 


necessary to pene teak 





guardian had been appointed. * 
ocare-Gengiat, said that he should'support tha 
ferenve to the former law was besidé he questi 
‘mentioned in the Negulation was based ota very 
relationship was noseenrity whatever that the iit 
was properly enacted that in gel a 
he restricted to the sclection sf a relative or servant. Bat the prineiphe 
testamentary guardian was different. ‘here the person most interested, 
oN, notliking the care of his minor to be dealt with by any mere /deg 
2 brit makings eclection of bis and therefore presutuubly’ the. selection 
Wanpointed that person by his will to be the guardian of his minor. And the 
Meet taciial ait WH aiore than fia} 4c did not any that tak anpeantinigs Wik 
Sood, bat that presumably the preson best qualified to form a judzment alo d 
ith without ood and just cause. Should the guardian so appointed fail ia his dub 
“ho competont*to tho Collector to remove the person appointed by the deceased prop! 
Mn, Moxey said that he wdnld ask the Council to consider a ease y 
minor proprietor ofthe Durbunga Betates would probably go to the 
Benares for his education, and possibly his tutor, who had yreat influence 
ould alo accompany him. If so, it was probable, considering the efficiency 
owith regard to the management of the ward, that he woald be held to be the 
be appointed guardian in lien of the English manager of the estate, who hithert 
algo the, guardian of the minor, Now he (Mr. Money) thought that in a, 
it would be very much better to leave it to the diseretion of the Collector 
guardian” most snited to the circumstances of the case. Tn an instance 
~ Collector weald o0tebe able to annul the appointment of the testamenta 
although it might be for the,ward’s benefit that his tutyr and guardian show 
fact, a Collector would find it difficult ‘to. remoye a testamentary goardian) 
‘ho clearest proof of ineapacity. Il,wae very desicable-that a yroardian should bot 
to exercise influence over the minor, yet under the proposed amendment it w 3% 
to appoint such a person to be guardian, where a testamentary guardian had Deen 
\ ‘Tu Hoy’sir Asntzy Even said that he was in favor of the amendment: for 
iven by the learned Advocate-General. He thought that the proprietor of an ¢ 
inted a guardian for his heix was the person most likely ro be acquainted with: 
‘eations of the person whom he appointed guardian by his will, aud it must_be assumec 
ig man would entrust his child toa person of whose fitness le was not: 
ost to say that after he had carefully and on good grounds made his own 
the person whom he wished to confide his son, to, the Collector should come 
teary enquiry appoint someove else, — He (Mr. Eden) saw no diffi io 
itd auge he thought tliat if the guardian appointed under the will we ald 
ompany the ward to any place, where it was necessary for 


dae a would by his own act become disqualified, and 


son fur removing him fiom the charge of the ward. He 
tlie position ‘in which he had been placed by the testator. — 
ENT said that he thought the consideration of the 
stared at the proposition of the Hon'ble Mover of 
absolutely take away all vight from the father of m 
n and eare of his son after iis death. Another reason | 
ry was that, the langaage ofthe amendme 
arrangement proposed would i i 
‘consideration’ of th r 
novi Bie the Count 





y there fhoutd ay fee u 
ie allowance. for the support of ave ¥ 
4 fixed’ ‘gecording to its peculiny eiver 
to Regulation x d# 1793, Suction 12, was ten per cent. on the re 
ril’s estate; but thete was not the slightest doubt thatthe revenue de 
‘Dore no propeation to its profits, and therefore the application of that ae ind 
fect,, He (Mr. Money) was of opinion that no limit, whebhor it was: 
‘meet every case; it was better, therefore, to leave the matter ches 
int of Warde and the Board of Revenue: moreover, he Saw no reason 
Vards ond the Board of Revenne should not have a diseetion in (his matter ae. 


re-Guvenat said that in sapporting. the section, a8 it stood, ost 
at in the High Court on its original side the allowance to minoss was fixed 
principle as was laid down in the section under consideration, without, ieee 
‘ign of the income, the allowance varying with the circumstances of each 


: Paustptsr said that tho Assistant Secretary ps pointed out that? Seotion 17/6F ” 
HX. of 1793 did allow a discretion. 
¢ ‘was then agreed to. 
ection’ 28 and 29 were agreed to. 
‘The consideration of Section $0 was postponed, 
$1 to B4, were agreed to, 
35 was agreed to with a verbal amendment. 
e consideration of Section 36 was postponed. 
jon SS empowered the Court by which any manager or guardivn “was appainted to 
, And to order him to make over to such person as the Court ght, direet, any 
is ands and to account for all monies received and G@sburset | hi a ‘ 
ich orders mizht be enforced by the imprisonmont in the civil j a 
ying the order, and by attachment of his property “until the aecounts or pro 
boen delivered up: aud the Collector was vested with the same power as 
ited by him. : 


JotmESDRO Monyy Tacouw » he thought that: satie the liberty of a wad 
Fonght to have the right of an appe “from the order passed’ on hitn, By 
fac was inet for Uie non ry of accounts or property, and the 

hete provided. would be in addition to the fine. He therefore thought that 


prigonment, was made, an appeal from such order auld be allowed, 
x ea ion to the section of the Golluying words :— ‘ 


Vie, daa order for imprisoninent by the Court shall be subject to appeal te tho Boar 


ty said’ that: he would not object to allowing an appeal in eases whe 
risonment was passed, Section 17 provided that an appeal might, be pref 
Waris from every order or proceeding of a Collector ; theneee any pen 
Hgetor under Section 38 would have the right to appeal tie 
ad it would be in the discretion of the Board of Revenue to: hear 
er or ‘proceeding of the Court of Wards; he had no objecti 
appeal as of a: in cases where the order of ee Court was 


r to the Cam to invest ihe surplus rcits f a wal 
nent nna usahin spplied 5 


moved. the. omigsion from the scetion ss 
apa it that it woul bo unenfe to permit the m 
’s estates in maki 
dhe eee i 





said that the rules which held good for the 
‘the ‘best also to apply to the eare of wards’ 
interest meant bad security, Managers might. i 
Haslet pc fpieadinns a heclk sag 
ted in phe tr; ion, He i that, 
t be sanetioned. aes Pe eis G 
Apvocatr-Grxerat said that he thought there was Sottero L 
ould be made. ‘The management and superintendence of the Court of Wat 
ty, and ceased when the ward became free from any disqualification, 
ns was inverted in Government securities or in stock or ins! 5 
ized at,ouce if the owner was so disposes i orti e Sur} 
in morteages, he would find himself involved in an investmentwhich 
izable—a difficulty which it was not desirable to cast og the owner, 
thing to purchase lands, Government securities or stock, and shares, 
atany time; but quite different considerations would apply to the invest 
‘a mortgage, which was ever immediately realizable. ofan 
_ Mx. Mossy said that he thought no sufficient reason had been shown 
(d not be invested in loans on mortgages, and he could conceive some 
jere the mortgaged property adjoined the ward’s, in which it would be very” 
dyisable that a loan on mortgage should be made by the ward’s estate instead of b 
though, however, that in a matter of this kind, entirely affecting the interests o 
lich were so fully represented by the Native Members of the Cou 
respgeted ; and,he would therefore withdraw his objection to the samen m 
the motion (vas carried, and the section was agreed Lo after some ver! 
‘The further consideration ofthe Bill was postponed. 2 odie 


CALCUTTA WATER-SUPPLY. 


fe Prusiexr said thit he would mention to the Council that at the 
‘be asked to bring ina Bill, ahd to euspend some of the Rules of the ( 
of business so as to advance the Bill one or two stages, to empower the 
eave for Caleutta to levy a rate on the town for the payment of the 
joan from Government for the construction of the water-works, 
of the necessary establishment to carry'on the water-worksy: 
neil was'adjourned to Saturday, the 29vhdinstant. 





the month has been Consequently a small portion | 
in m a ae 
e coolies have been empl 
brickmaking and roadmaking. Though this mont 
at Rungbee, it will be remarked that 0. a still 
ipo C. Suecirubra is doubtless the hardier plant of 
Calisaye will grow as many inches in the year as will C, ‘ 
r ied to Dr. Jameson, superintendent of the  Saharanpore Botanic Garden, 
seed and } oz. of C. Offcinalis seed. 
d, by the kindness ote eeaaaeet from the Javar Government ~ 
Op rst O. Laneifplia ¥ 
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Ditto 

~ Ditto 








rand distribution of Cinchona plants in the Government raat 
at Darjeeling on the 1st January 1870. 
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“Rare rnow ter Janvant 1670. 


ditto ditto} ditto: 
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16th Jan, 1870, 
9th Jan, 1870, 








ditto itto, 
Not received | ditto Oth Jane 1870, 


100 100 ‘28m Jan. 1870, 
* 106 106 ditto, * 
Not received Nil 16th Jan. 1870, * 
118 1s 28rd Jan. 1870, 
000 000 ‘8rd Jan. 1870, . 
0.35 rity ditto. 
150 Nil ditto, 
080 087 ditto, 
070 
O15 
Not received 
040 
Not seceivad 
010 
’ 
Nil Ni rd Jan. 1870. | 
ditto ditto ditto, 
OTT O77 ditto, . Mh 
142 12 dit 
100 100 ditto.e 
Notreceived | sain. see 
020 0°20 ‘28rd Jan, 1870, 
Not received Ni 16th Jan, 1870. 
Nil ditto 25rd Jans 1870, 
Notrecoived| aus anne 
O18 oe Net tesoired Grd January, | 
Ol O18 lot Pe 4 
oo1 oor 
Nil Nit ditto, 
ditto ditto ditto, 
ditto ditto ditto, 
ditto ditto ditto, 
Not received ditto 16th Jan. 1870, - 
Nil Nil 23rd Jan. 1370, 
ditto dito tito, 
ditto ditto ditto, 


.. |Not received Ist to 9th Jan, 


it ditto] 28rd" Jun. 1870, 
Not received is . 
Nil Nil 28rd Jin, 1870, -~ 
+ 
“hil Nil ‘29rd Jan. 1870, 
ditto dito * Sitio, |Not received 10th to 10th Jan, 
reooired | ditto | 10th Jan, 1970, 
ditto co Po 
ditto it oth Jan, 1870, 
ditto ditto 2 ditto. 
ito 010 ditto. 
ditto Nit ditto’... {Not received Ist to Oth Jan, 
» ditto: eee ew - $ 
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eter, aslikewise the Dry and Wet Bulb Thermo 
hourly ebseryations made during the day 
aputed with the Green: constants, —The + 
the timidity or the air, the complete saturation of which bei 
receiver of. the lower rain gunge is 14 feet, and that of ‘the . 
g above the level of the ground.—The velocity of wind as 
\nemometer, ie registered from noon to noon, his 








oh 
ett 
‘he extreme variation of temperature during the past.ten 

:. temperature during the past ten days 


average of sixteen previous 
between the Ist January ond t 
i dittow | ditto, 
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_ Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
ue the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 




















Saturday, the 29th January 1870. ’ 
ae Present: . et 
ie © His Honor me Linvrenant-Governor or Buneat, Presiding, 
|. H. Cowr, Esq., Advocate. General, Banoo Issuer Cuunoer Grosan, 
‘fk Hon’nuk Asutey Even, Banoo Cuunprer Monun Cuatrensmn, 
A. Money, Esq., 6.8.5 ‘T. M, Ropinson, Esq., 
A,B, Tuomrson, Es, F. F. Wxaay, Esg., 
V. Hi. Senarcn, Esq., . AND 
Hi. H. Svrmeetann, Esa., Banoo Jorznnpro Monun Tacors. 
| Ruan Sarvanoxp Guosat, 
he Sagat NEW MEMBER. 










| Mm, Scuato took the oath of allogiance and the oath that he would faithfully falfil the 
| duties of his‘office, © 


CALCUTTA WATER-RATE. 


. Somanon moved for leave to bring in a Bill to empower the Justices of the Peace 
‘Calcutta to.levy a water-rate on the town. «He said that the proposed Bill 
Llished@in the last Gazet’e, together with a statement of the objects and reasons of the 
it would mow be necessary for him briefly to allude to the circumstances under whieh 
a it necessary to introduce the Bill, The council were aware that for a very 
e tho introduction of water into the town had received much consideration; in fact 
introducing a scheme for the supply of water dated back to the time of the old 
oners and long before the present constitution of the municipality. But 
ar 1866 that a definite scheme was actuallf submitted to and approved 
that year a scheme was'submitéed and approved, and a contract was 
‘well-known firm of Messrs. Brassey, Wythes and Co. for the construc-’ 
a view to meet the expenses of that constraction, the Govern- 
came forward and placed at the disposal of the Justices a loan of 
be condition that interest at 6 per cent. should be paid, and that 2 
form a sinking fund for the repayment of theloan, The contract 

rs, Brassey, Wythes and Co, on the condition that the work should 
for non-completion, within three years, that was to say 

carried on with great neta and were, with one 

|. ‘The ex 4 
ee whence the water was take 

satiefied that the main 
‘to take over the works fro! 


tis they had not the entire control of the w 
th waxer free of all cost, but expense had to be 
the current establishment, and the supply of o: 
ive item of interest on the Government Joan, which at 6 por ‘cant. on 52. lak 

amounted to Rs. 3,12,000 per annum, The subject was brought before the . 

"by their chairman at a late meeting, which was very numerously attended: he : 
| proposition that the house rate should be raised until such time as the Justices were able 
to take over the, works and were thns ina position to impose a rate. After a goo 

‘of discussion that resolution was set aside in favor of one unanimously ¢arried with a 

to the introduction of a Bill to enable the Justices at once to meet tae expenditure 

the commengement of ‘the present year, anda letter in the terms of the resolution | 

addressed by their chairman to the Government, In accordance with that letter from 5 
* Sustices the present Bill had been*brought forward. ‘ : 


The motion was agreed to. j if 
‘Mu. Scwatcu then applied to the President to euspend the rales for the conduct 
of business to enable him to move that the Bill be read in couneil, with a view to it 
referred to a select committee wilh instruction to report in three days. 3 
‘Tug Presipent having declared the rules suspended, ioe Bane 
Mn. Souazcn moved that the Bill be read in council, In doing so, ‘he said that he 
had applied to the President to suspend the rules because it was a matter of urgent necessity 
that the Juspices should obtain money to meet the expenditure they werp now 
in connection with the sypply of water to the town. With regard to the Bi * 
he (Mr. Schalch) would say a fow words. ‘The first section proposed to roy teeth. 2 
18 of Act 1X. of 1867, By the first of those sections it was necessary. that 
should be issued on the gompletion of the works; but under the ciroumstances: 
stated to the council the Justices were not in a position to ask the Government 
a notifieation. The other “stetion proposed to be repealed, section 15 of Act IX, of 
enacted thatthe Justices should, after the issue of a notification, assess.a water-rate on 
town; but as, under the proposed Bill, a notification would not be required, \ 
necessary to zepeal that section also. There was, however, a provision at the on of that sec 
_ with regard to the repeal of which he wished to make a few observations. By that 
the aséessment of the rute was limited to thuse houses and premises of which 
be some portion situate within 150 yards of some stand-pipe duly charged 













ir 






‘Phe section previous to the two sections proposed to be repealed provided 
should lay down sach maius and pipes and such tanks, reservoirs, or other 
novessary for the supply of water in all the chief public streets of the, town, 
in the chicf streets sufficient and convenient stand-pipes for the gratuitous of 
tants of the town, That provision had been most ful addi p with, for it wo 
from am: ich he held in his hand, that not only had the chief streets. b 
mains stanc-pipes, but that they had been extendéd to almost every 
- \exception of a few small streets in which there was no thorou; ar 
‘the sinuosity of their course pipes could not be laid. There was but ai 
‘houses which were not within a radius of 150 yards ofa stand-pipe; there 


‘within 200 yards, and he doubted whether there were any at all 
The supply of stand-pipes was almost unlimited. A glance ; 
ow that they were scattered very freely throughout the towns He 
town in which such measures taken for a gratuitous ily o 


n hieh 
This | om year to year; and as the | 
cast ree oe eer ref, yoR 1 woth 
The reason repeal course was two-fald. h 
“maxim: to on the ground that the reauM would b 
2 ble executi i} i to the limit, and then to work up to it; 
» Justices took no further interest in checking these estimates, Supposing a maximum 
{ and one ing that the bursting of 1 or other acvident carried the budget 
yond the Of the rate: you would either fail in retaining the maximum rate and 
afore. be bound to disobey the requirements of the law in not providing the amount 
‘be levied for the soa ine of ‘the Act, or if you obeyed it in the latter respect you 
the maximum. This, however, was a question entirely for the consideration of 
': if the council preferred it, a maximum rate could be fixed. As far as he could 
_ the accounts, from his own. knowledge of the matter, and the estimates sub- 
jan, he thought that a 5 per cent. rate would cover the annual expenditure 
© section, The existing law limited the rate to 4 per cent; tnt prac- 
_ tie: colony not the case, pee woe coin was nine the Eee of 
Government the expenses were always taken at 5 lakhs a year, which is equivalent to a 5 per 
cent, rate. Buttibe Justices then agreed that in consideration of the advantegetoend the 


wn would derive in the watesing of roads, the flushing of drains, and other municipal pur- 
the municipal fund should contribute 1 lakh, leaving 4 lukhs to be raised by a rate, 
But latterly, when the Justices determined to reduce the horfse-rate, it also determined to pay « 
"no money from the municipal fund towards the expenses of the water-supply that had tended 
i fonda the extra one per cent. to the proposed water-rate, It wasa fair matter for consideration, 
where the owners, who were very largoly represented in the municipality, chose to throw over 
ee enone ility which had been undertaken, whether some portion of the existing rate 

tee 4 

§ 
Me 


thrown on the owner, instead of imposing the whole burden on the oecupier. 
ly threw out these suggestions for the consideration of any hon’ble member who 
ink them worthy of consideration. , i 
ing sections of the Bill were not of importance. The 4th section provided that. 
th be levied in the manner provided for the levy of the rate pysAct VI. of 
1863, and the 5th and 6th sections related to the construction ang commencement of the Act. 
Tei “Mx. Surmentann said that he was sure that the council must be indebted to the 
‘momber’ for the clear and full history he had given of all that had taken place 
fed with the introduction of water into the town, and there was no one better able 
tate the ease clearly to the council than the hon’ble member from his recent 
, as the head of the municipality. He (Mr. Sutherland) admitted that there was 
help now but to impose arate: the money had been expended, and the water was on, 
‘rate must be levied from the 1st of January. Tle believed that it was the general 
that this was inevitable. With regard to the 3rd section of the Bill, he observed that. 
ible outlay was enumerated under the different heads there specified; and he 
tt duev ion of these could well be cat cut, but be sympathised to a great deg 
riew taken by some hon’ble members of the council that a maximum rate was desi 
‘aware that there were objections to a maximum rate, but as on this point suggestioi 
thrown out-by the hon’ble mover for the consideration of the select committee, 
and) no doubt that the subject would be fully discussed by the 
2 hon’ble member bad also alluded to a matter which he (Mr, Sutherland) 
j viz, the incidence of the assessment. ‘The 4th Section simply stated 
‘be levied inthe manner provided by Act VI. of 1863, by Section 62 
elu ‘on the occupier. As the matter stands at present, the mode 
Sipe more suited to the watering of streets, than to the benefit 
asehold purposes, will still have to get their lies as 
‘dimunition of cost. He presumed that in all the large cities of 
"eo Sarin uke gg ta prietor laid on the pipes to the houses and 
t the handsof the oecupier. Here it was very different, He thought, moreover, 
of water sao pap \d for thatseason alone he thought that 
the regular resident. He ‘only threw ant these 
time to say ing except as to the general principles. of tl 
remarks for the consideration of the salost committee to whom 
a 
i ie 
‘one point to which he thought the 
that was the reduction My 


. 


jing, a1 
aeoartan ouse owner—the value of whose property 











system of watering streets by atose, as adopted : u 
r * ¥, 
b h more rapid, clean!, . expense now 
ah ld Be 3: considerable, and satis ‘paid from the rates, vera nk 8 


maximum assessment for ie whip ite as mp at a per cent; 
into consideration whether the original amount of 4 per cent. wi , 
bearing in'mind that though the house-rate ha been fixed at 9 instead of at 10. 
yet that the expenses of the muni 'y would also presumably be reduced from 
above stated. . 
There were many other points to which he wauld like to refer, but they wor 
come under attention by the select committee. He strongly naiees with 
member who spoke last that a maximum rate should be fixed, aud that the land 
bear a share of the rate with his tenant, for the reason etn proj wi i 
eatly improved ; for as soon as pipes were laid in a house, the chances of its y “eat 
Potisi greater And again dhe bene of a water suphly wantOpariy tie occupiers, but tor 
‘owners, whose property was benefited by every thing that tended to the benefit’ of the town. x 
He observed that the rate of assessment was originally fixed by Act VL. of 1868 at & 
per cent; that was repealed by Act 1X. of 1867, and the rate was inci to 4 per cent. 
The tendency of all municipal budgets was to increase in a very alarming degree from the 
original estimate ; and therefore, although by fixing a maximum rate there was a ten 
as the hon’ble mover of the Bill had said, to work up to that rate, still, where we saw this 
disposition it municipalities to go beyond original estimates, bb was afraid that to give 
absolute power to work up to arything their extravagance might lead them, would he. 
alarming and dangerous power, He observed that the Bill enacted that the water-ra 
should be sufficient not only to provide for the current expenses and the interest onthe | 
Government loan, but also for all expenses incurred in any amendments, reparations, and 
extensions of the works, The hon’ble mover of the Bill had jast stated that be considered the 
_ supply of water provided here to be most complete and effivient, and far exoeeding anything 
of the kind existing in England or elsewhere. He (Mri Wyman) believed the hon’ble 
member ‘was right; and since that was so, there surely could not be any necessity for extensions 
of the works. Ifdiberty to extend the works was allowed, and power conferred to cover the cost 
of extensions by taxation, it might possibly lead to extensions never contemplated in the original 
scheme and ‘which dif not scem necessary, These, however, were amendments ich had 
better be considered in committee, The motion was then agreed to and the Bill ed to 
a select committee consisting of Mr. Satherland, Rajah Satyanund Ghosal, Mt. Wyman; 
Baboo Joteendro Mohun Tagore, and the mover, with instructions to report within threo days. 
. 


COURT OF WARDS. 


Mn. Money moved that the report of the select committee on the Bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to the Court of Wards within the ‘provinces under the ol 
of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal be further considered in order to the settlement \of 
the clauses of the Bill. te: x ir 

The motion was agreed to. Ae 

‘The consideration of sections 49, 50, and 51 was postponed. reo 

Section 52 was agreed to, 

The consideration of sections 58 to 57 was postponed. ae 

Section 58 was agreed to. 


Section 59 provided that the Court of Wards might 
the sudder station or any other place approved by the 
ae his guardian, =e should,attend such school or college as to the 
might seem expedient, and might make such provision as might be necessary for 
care and maintenance of the minor whilst attenting ‘a school an college, 


Banoo Jorzexpro Monun Tagore thought that a guardian’s , 
remain with his ward; he could not telat to ait nrc 
If that were allowed the offic of guardian would be a sineoure. In cases wh 
sent to the sudder station, the collector, or in the Wards’ Insti 
would take chiirge of the ward; but th. other Tee he (Baboo Joi 
thought the guardian should accompany the ward... ‘ ; 


Mu, Money said that originally by alation X. of 1793 it was. 
> of the guardion—and his chief dut sat he ed tke pupae } 
his ward, Subsequently, by Aci XXVI. of 1854 the entire ey 
the education of a minor’ ward was taken away g 
_ of the Court of Wards, - He (Mr. Money) did not sew that. 
_ for his ward anything more than a father wonld do for his 
not cease because his ward was sent tothe Wards’ Tastitution, 


no sity for appointi # i 
Pokey, fede pep ete 






































































€ . 
aoe that no adoption eonld be made by a ward without the consent 
= 2 . . 
jorrzxpno Moucn Taconr asked whether the restriction imposed by this section 
| to extend to an Onoomotro pottro, or leave to adopt, given by a ward to his widow 
Tn such cases there conld possibly be no time to obtain the consent of the 
vernor through the Court of Wards and the Board of Revenue. 
re-Genenat said that he understood the hon’ble member to refer to the 
ward died and left a power to his widow to adopt, He should say that an infant 
ward who might be a ward by reason of lunacy, could not execute any valid power 


4 nal Isser Cnunper Giosat said that by the hindoo law a person of the age of 16 
years could make a will; it was only by regulation law that he was held disqualified for 
certain purposes till the age of 18. 
5 Apyocars-Genunat said that he understood that there had been a degision of the 
High Court on that point. There was a recent decision of a full bench that a hindoo was 
not of full age until he was of the age of 18, ° 
"The farther consideration of the section was then proposed. 
Section 67 was agreed to with slight amendments. 
~ Section 68 was agreed to. 
~ Section 69 provided that on the termination of a wardship, the Court of Wards shall © 
make an order that its superintendence and jurisdiction shall cease on a date not mare than 
» sixty nor Jess than fifteen days from the date of the order. 3 
~ ‘Tus Apyocate-Genenat asked whether there was any necessity for fixing a minimum 
e . . 
. 
















Mr. Money thought that there must be some minimum, or the Court might fix a period 
of ‘two or three days for the making over of the estate. 
| Pue Apvocare-Geyenat thought that it would be desirable to provide for the issue of a 
s ve order, as it wonld always be known prospectively when the superintendence of the 
would cease. 
On the motion of Mr. Money, the following words were added to the section : “ Until the 
Py the estate or property shall remain under the charge of the Court under this 


‘ further consideration of the section and of the Bill was then postponed. 
~ The Council was adjourned to Wednesday, the 9th February, 








Report on the Baronee Mela of 1869. 


Sworn, Esq., ™.d., Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, to A. Macxznzrn, Esq., 
ae Restetryise the Gorexament,of Beogal,-—(lated Caloutia, the #Uth 
1869.) = 

to submit, for the information of Government, the following notes 
Ame, Kartick, Baronee méla, held on the Moonsheegunge chur, thictorn miles 


ce with the instructions of His Honor the Liewtenant-Governor, conveyed 
ied in your No. 2391, dated 15th November, I left Calcutta on the 
20th November, and arrived at Dacea on the 22nd instant. 
d myself in commanication with Mr. F, Simson, the commis- 
sioner of the division, with Dr. Buckle, the deputy ins 5 
f hospitals, and with Dr. H. C. Cuteliffe, offic’ 


consulted on the subject of the mdé/a, and as to the arrange- 














exact instractions as to what was expected of them. Regularity 
in the arrangement of the fair. There was no massing together 
table markets were separate, Grognd was specially set 
women (60 or 70 in number), who bad come thither from ¢ tp 
had been jadiciously selected, scoaraiatt from the camp at its eastern lin 
“gunge flail. A row of high en Pel erat rea! to 300 yards 
tae i thern boundary of the space set aj for natu 
“amped He t ache ea to the méla on the bd 
E advantage o} accompanying 
Second visit to the fair. seca vor pany! so 
10. Br. Cutcliffe had visited the camp efore my arrival at Dacea, but it was. 
t E ‘or him to remain there in consequence of the ur 
Dr. Catliffe hnd previously visited + yooular station duties. I desire to state, however, 
ho knew of my having been deputed by Government to be present at the Baronee 
he had written to me asking to be informed as to what arrangements I thought 
“carried ont, and expressing his desire to do what Iny in his power for the proper 


the oP On the night of the 26th, between 10 and 11 rat, being curions to 

- condition of the camp at such a time, Dr. Buckle, 

Aight inspoctiso of the camp. and I walked through it. We found the shops al 
perfect stillness prevailing. Hyen the quarter occupied by the women was quiet an 
12. On the following morning, at day-break, I passed up and down th 

Cine - inspected all the couatry boats along the bank, Teor 

Siiiy serctan iagiesen: no wilful defilement of the river water. Many boats 

passing across the river to the opposite chur, where hundreds of persons from 
resorted. fr “s v SN 

18, During my stay in ‘eam: 


ij ip I visited the different 
cif ieoeai of it at least twice a day. : 


camp 
niin | 
ts oak 
14. The camp itself is situated on the Moonsheegunge ahr 
Gime deeintion a he eA: — on Ekg gouthern bank of the Dullessery, at the j Bead 
river with the Lukhya, 
The chur is about a mile and a half in length, 












































‘Pho chur. five hundred yards across at its broadest part, bounded 
dy a tidal Ahall. 
eis The soil is altogether alluvial, with water imme 


the surface. ‘ a 
In ing up the river Dullessery the oye is attracted by the k 
ag sas southern bank. Many hundreds of mat tate are 
Didtant view f the camp: regular order near the river’s edge, and.a denge line 
boats is seen bordering the river-face of the encampment. ° 


A quarter of a mile beyond the fair, to the west, were the ist 
i extreme limit of the position, 
oe of camp. Points of tino post, or rather a point of 
a i of abe, remained, whose duty it was 
arriving at the fair, and to see that no contagious disease was thus 
Arrest of intercourse was not picemanied or desired, but a general wa’ 

entible outside danger. One of the points of observation was to the 
Ls other on the extreme western flank of the camp, close to Rikadi bazar. 

_ Phe camp for the most part a a single pa: treat, 

: on “side. To the rear of the 
sarin ery gap aan . fish bazar and the vegetable m aay 
" open ground, the southern limit of which was ae ss 
‘poses, Behind this is the kholl or former bed of the dsamutiee a 
neg “pi The hospital 





0 E rican piece shawl 

Umritspr, brocades from Delhi, fancy work from B, 

Galea! from Mirza) oe bleh y as eee re, 
stone-jars and cups from.Patma, \ yr, ani a, mats from Furreedpore, 
Dacca, hookahs from Chitta, Me toys from Sovergong, shells from Gunga 
from Rickrampore, cottén from Chittagong, fruit from Cabul, spice leaves 
bacco from seasons, bamboos from Comillah, timber from Burrisaul; brass, 
ron utensils from Mymensing and Nersinganee: broadcloths from Benares, 
sung. pheeesable, that people from all directions are wont to congregate 


to 190. 2008, i 

5, From a return lied by the deputy magistrate of Moonsheegunge, if would 
4 Heer aas thet the total Abele (of jposscne mpi Ae Ea eee) 
4 including daily yisitors, was 58,000, the number of boats 
3 the number of shops 648. The gross value of the merchandise is returned at 

“It would be a great pity to put a stop to such fairs as the Baronee, Th 
+ Seni apeeens part in the social Hie she a 
sip es onset greet * who, tae by year, following the custom of ‘their ‘ 
rad ag a anes take delight in hastening to a scene where the conjunction of 
Ble tsa circumstances is very pleasing to their simple tastes, Such 
- agathering quite fulfils their general ideas of heppinest Many come to it from mere innocent 
‘4 ity, a for recreation, which they probably talk about for the remainder of the year, 
Cates ee in it a useful and pleasant tiges of trade. In the eyes of some a certain 
sanctity attaches to the spot, and accordingly they approach it with feclings of 
veneration and piety, their boats being wafted thither along the waters of, te them, sacred 
| “streams, such as the Brahmapootra, Lukhya, Mezna, Boorigunga, Dalleserr, ko, Tradere, 
combining pleasure with poi, come from far distant points; the people of nll the surround- 


ly to the spot with cheerful animation; anq villagers around come 
. ; 


districts flogk annual! 
soto the tai, day by day, with o childish enthusiasm. 


7. It must be conceded that all large gatherings of the people in this are 
ea attended by certain risks to public health; yet considering 
ee to all n° ‘the gocial, religious, legendary and commercial aspects of the 
ie Baronee mela it would, I think, be ed beeporee to prevent 

occurrence, The people should, however, be made fully to understand that such masgit 
“dy of buman beings ean only if allowed on condition that ree 
individual is ready to listen to reason, and to act strictly 
‘ according to necessary sanitary regulations. Whether it be 
‘of country dyes (whose simple establishment consists of his colors spread ont 
on the mat in the open}, or the rich cloth merchant with his well-appointed shop, or the 
- women in their miserable mat cabins, each and all should be made to know and to. feel 
ust implicitly obey the orders regarding conservancy and pate health promul- — 
the magistrate for general guidance. This is the one condition, some 
and understood, upon which such gatherings should be allowed to occur. 
cleanliness pestilence is ever ready to appear. 
méla was this year supposed to commence on the 19th November, On the — 
§ 14¢4 idem not a hut had been constructed; by the 19th 
about one- ter of the shops were erected; by the 24th 
all were rea mh 
27th instant it was found that the air in rear of the camp was being much 
comtaminated from the fact of the people being to 
defecate wherever they pleased on the surface of the soil, — 
80 long as they went bebind the lino of bamboo poles, It 
became absolutely necessary to make | arrangemen’ 
accordingly di ped and the pesple were directed, by beat 
not to le the ground around. At first a good deal of 
3 but.as the cleanliness or foulness of the place alte - 
had appeals of the 





the pifblic, but fo preserve 
the ASR from the spread of cholera 


‘ 
‘ f 21, The accompanying instructions 4 
ae were ‘then also drawn up and translated into Bengali, 
ipamescdhs pee Guidance “for the consist of general rules ner tha guidance of the 
" a the police, po aget ; REShe 3 
I presume to think that these, or similar notifications, might with. 
i made generally known on all o: of large. 
‘Thowo might be generally adopled om the people in Bengal. They should be thrown off 
ee ablo numbers in Bengali, and placed in « 
‘eamp. The directions for the people might”also be daily proclaimed by it of drum. 
: 28. After the preparation of the trenches, the warning of the people, 
fi disposal of sweepers, and the enforcement, of in 
eprsremealy ie camp, lance on the part of the police, great improvements 
and the atmosphere in rear of camp was not at all what it had previously been. — 
now move about in all directions without being offended and oppressed oY pérnicion 
-rubbish was, removed regularly ; decaying weeds were cleared Gon the river’s edge 
“at a safe distance; over-crowding of boats in the séa/¢ was prevented; the fish 
kept clean ; the police and med/ers made regular rounds ; flags indicated the particular 
‘which cholera cases had occurred ; the trenches were in ge use; the soil around 
longer defiled, and things were conducted properly an ureter This change for the 
better was of the highest importance. It was the result of judicious and firm anthority 
vailing over the great natural apathy of the people. Without this it is certain that the Rees 
and ite vicinity must, day by day, have become moré and moro offensive, i Be es 
4 24, Iam induced to dwell on this pou somewhat strongly, 
The, poiple fo not appreciate the as it is to be remarked that some of - keepers in camp, 
aan tes iearae Ye inclined at: first to resist the regulations laid down, gave it out 
. « as their intention to petition His Honor the Lie 
Governor as fo the grievance inflicted on them in the matter of the cam: 
ments. Indeed I have since learnt that they telegraphed an app 
begging for a relaxation of the rules, 
20. It is my opinion that any such petition is unreasonable ; that all the 
were enforced at the Baronee mé/a this year were 
vet and absolutely necessary; and that, without such 
| well-defined arrangements, strictly enforced in every 
no camp or gathering of this sort can possibly be regulated as it ought to be. Withor 
» judged rules, duly enforced, public gatherings like the Baronee become pare in 
tl 780) 


Unreasonable eppostion should 
itemai 


community, It is only by watching and keeping within reasonable limits 
of individuals that the public good and safety can be maintained. It is true this m 
times entail slight inconvenience to the individual, but without it the mags is con 
to be assailed by cerious dangers, the extent of which cannot be defined. | Preven’ 
may thus be engendered and spread abroad to the serious detriment of society. 
26. I trast that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will withhold: 
should not accede to ayy 2FPeals| for the relaxation of reasonable and 
ey pea fous necessary conservancy arrangements, Such 
rr i safely be left to the caprise of individual: 
“camps particularly that, for the public weal, authoritative orders should 
imple and unquestioning obedience to them enforced. Th ) 
bs ee ee won orders altogether lie in not 
“tain and vetious danger to the public. $0 the slightest degree, There being a 
7 Fe humanity to disregard precautions ag: 
sibly never occur, and to discard all thought of such matters in antici 
and this tendency being Pp i i i ‘is most : 
the baneful effects of all ignorant contempt of hygiene, ingrained 
disregard of experience, and habitual unconcern for public 5 
ger kas violation of the simplest laws of public health. 
‘ere the people to be permitted indiscriminately to act-as 
f the being clean, there would be no liiit to ite 





aa ig 
hogpital Spicgeciinedabitne or Gi8E 
Z requirements, of the camp, was inereased at Di 
suggestion, The establishment was also stren; 
camp three native doctors and one compounder. Fortun: 
equired, They moved about the camp, and e1 ed if any sickness was. 
» evacuations of the sick in hospital were carefully disinfected, and bari 
from the camp, General cleanliness was closely attended to; sulphur fw 
of earbolie acid were practised ; the patients had soup and other special 
of diet, and also suitably warm bedding. The clothes and foul linen of those 
‘hospital were carefully destroyed, and Furial or cremation of the dead was 
close supervison, at a distance. . ink 
e 3rd December, having been eight days in the camp, and there being then no 
osiassive cholera cases, 1 went for a week to Mymensing,’and returned 
asity: ~~ from Dacea to the mé/a on the 17th December, 

t this date the camp wos found to be smaller than before, as the peat had com- 
meneed to leave it. Mr. Page had selieved Mr, Gruham of — 
the duty of looking after the méa; and I, found that the 

yaney arrangements had been attended to with eae during my eieeony! ‘The trench. 
4 i system -was being worl properly, withuut any nui 
Bittontion ia the ate of tha ates Wists as one case of cholera in the Lospital, which 
rds ‘terminated favorably. * he: 
82. I did not return to the camp alter the 17th December. me oe 
Ble < 83. Annexed (marked E) is a stajement of the cholera — 
faves in camp, oxgos that occurred. ‘The table shows that ‘eight cases of 
. , i cholera occurred in the camp; atfd two others, fatal, were 
“Wnown to oocur in its immediate vicinity. 
Mer the eight cases in camp, five proved fatal and three recovered, 
= the five fatal eases one was in the person of aman who*was found dead (having 
died of cholera), He had received no medical treatment, 
pela ee as usual been experienced in collecting information regarding the 
if each of the patients attacked. ats 
‘oorun Sing, constable, had come in a boat from Mymensing with. other con- 
se of a batch of prisoners. He arrived in Dacca ou the 10th November, and 
the 13th at 10 a.m, During these three days he lived in the buat, which lay by the 
At 3p.m. of the 13th he arrived in the boat, with his comrades, at Puttoolah, 
four miles south of Dacca, on the river Boorigunga, On arrival he ate a 
That evening he was seized with cholera. On approaching the Baronee he % 
boat, and taken to the Moonsheegunge jail, hospital at about 10 4. at, of the 
there on the 16th instant, never having gone actually into the camp, 
that. the general histo gt on eee of bees bade ln «| 
t was not properly entered into by the police. The mspector, by name 
hi ther By requested to have careful enquiry made qsltis case, but 


o1 ‘ 7 
‘the said inspector of police did not seem fo me to exert himself 
so far as I could perceive, he evinced a lule-warm interest in 

n \is subordinate, Prag Dutt Tewari, set him a good example 
ty > * » i M of 

wanting of the three eases (marked Nos, 2,4, and 6 in the table) 
; i. ee est Adit Nahe 





an from Sythe h “ 
fair, cated on the 22nd November; he recovered frit collapse, 
December, from the effects of consecutive fever. 
lera prevailed in Sylhet befoze the date of the Baronee. 
.—A man named Sheikh Gosie, from the Tipperah district, alu Beat 
‘scized on the 23rd November, and died thesame day. 
sara Veggar, by name Antal Beharee, from Kookotya (Daced), was 
diately on his arrival, 24th November. He recovered after an illness of three days. 
~ G@A—A man named Nusseerooddin, lately from Calcutta, left Jungeerah (Dat 
Baronee: He was seized on the 26th November, six days alter his arrival in the : 
recovered, and was discharged cured after six days. 
th.—A man named Asookalli, from the town of Dacca, six days after his 
seized on the 27th November, and died the following day. 
8/A.—A man from Bafondee (Dacca), baving been ten days at the Barons 
Deen seized with cholera during the night; and having had no medical treatm ty rae found 
in the morning. 
9¢h.—A boatman (named Nursing Kaiburto) from Mymensing, two or three’ re 
Mitbarcivel in Samp, was token ill and immediately placed under ‘treatment, Recovered. 
104H.—A sok ir of the magistrate’s court, lately from Dacea, died in a small village’ 
close to the khall, behind the magistrate’s tents, 
» 3%. It is worthy of remark that cholera was prevailing in Dacca defore the 
J ‘tay Pear 1 méla afaiae veces : 2 
‘The was prevailing: acca, t used to enerally supposed, in former years, 1 
 balfis the Baronee mia commenced. Aisonce usually crigeated at Gene and the soda 
“to Dacca, Dr. Wise discovered from a careful study o! past records that this was a some} 
“erroneous impression, and that in point of fact the disease almost invariably commenced 
Dacea itsel!, and‘ aftetwards spread to the Baronee. It certainly w: this'year, 
85. If is not unpsual for the disease to appear generally thronghout the dist) 
after the fair is over, This was observed last year, and is note 
+ guligaay trend over the distrit afer in Mr, F, B, Simson’s letter to the Secretary to vhe Gov 
ment of Bengal, (No. 8, dated 13th Jainialy. 1869,) os 
in the supplement to the Calcutta Gaze/te of 29th September 1869, 
It is still an open question whether such dissemination of the disease is ‘due- to general 
~ causes or to direct propagation from individuals affected. I myself-incline to the former 
of the ease. It is to be observed that in the camp, where thousands of people were brow; 


‘on 27th, one on 4th December, and one on |6th December. 
88, I have received the annexed return (marked F) from Buboo Gopal Chander! 
the sub-assistant surgeon of the Mitford hospital, 
Extent to which cholera prevailed in yecent, prevalence of cholera at Dacca. E 


‘together, two attacks occurred on 22nd November, one on 23rd, one on 24th, one on asthe 


EES eee SHAS he Baronce, ‘The sub-assistant surgeon bas also furnished. 
following statement. The first appearance of the recent outbreak in the town: of 
be dated from the 29th October 1869. i 
‘The first case ocevrred’in Bangla bazar, in the eastern part of the town. 
yas in Sickshab bazar. ‘The sub-ascistant surgeon writes: “ The diseuse, asfuras 1| 
able to ascertain, was not imported from any other place, but originally broke out in 
* $7, From 7th November to 21st December 34 cases were admitted ‘into 
‘hospital of these 19 were cured, 14 died, and one remained, 
38, The cholera cases occurred in the Dacoa jail from Ist October to 21st 
‘Two cases occurred in the lunatic asylum: one on the 27th Ni 
another on 10th pecata ba recovered, 
» 40, But for the lew (cight) cases of cholera alrcady referred to, the g 
the people at the mela was very good ind 
Sache Title gonad sickness prevailed, epee of weickness appeared, although a 
m had orgers to try to discover and relieve all 
safering.. Ouly two or three cases of diarrhow came under treatment, a 
n the whole the sanitary report as the meta for the present 


as satis 
ip my, fw! 


Too bEtppibaeseestnen 





: Bengal, to G. 
general of hospital, T have the honor to offer a few rem 
‘general ch th fc t Has been laid out. appears to be as 
~ ary eet ane 


admit of. A main street of good breadth, 
sides by booths and mat “is clearly offers great facilities in'the way of general 


certain ‘parts of the Matearginent this plan of a single straight line is somewhat 
<4 vena appear more or less in blocks, The more they can be kept in actual 
itter, over-crowding aud obstructed ventilation being thus gu: against, 
here and there occur between the huts, Tt may ct le be said that there 
few of these. This could very easily be altered, and 1 think it would be advis- 

) 0) oe a aby more cross roads. 
passed, causing every person to obey the calls of nature at a fixed 
marked distance of 150 to 300 yards from the main line of the fairy are quite in the 
“ert “The distance seemed to me to be sufficient, As yet, however, all the people 
Bi .defecating on the soil in an irregular manner, to the rear of the boundary line. 
‘On visiting this part of the ground offensive odours were found to prevail intensely on all 


6, I was led to understand that you had passed orders that shallow pein should 
“be dug, , and that every individual should be directed to make use of the said trenches, and so 
_ avoid defiling the localities around, Such trenches, however, have not yet been made ; and it is 
a ce that this should be done at once. The people must be made to use the — 
¢ inspector of police informed me that they did not wish to have this array 
“ment, that they desire to be allowed to go on as they are now doing, This shoulfi not bo | 
: ee for amoment, The utmost strictness must be enforced in carrying out a phn of ; 
y plan. Without this the surroundings of the méla must of necessity very soon ~ 
intolerably offensive, The trenches should therefore be made Without* any further © 
a continuous watch kept that they are resorted to by all. r 
The exeremental matter that has already Scumdtatel on the surface of the ail 
the banks of the shal, should be carefully covered with earth, There can be 
Javicing this, If all the mehéers are set Taman it will be accomplished within 
This isa point of considerable importance, and it demands i 


en. Sta chica as0 in regular uso, a certain number of mehters must go there at 
five times in 24 hours, and effectually cover the ordure with earth, All ashes 
in camp should be deposited in the trenches. $ 
Sees should be posted night and day nearthe trenches to make tute eS 
resorted to, and that the people go nowhere else. 
fair has passed over, care should be taken that cultivation i it ee a 
conte 
sweeping and general scavenage of the camp is, I believe, attended to. 
Bare of the fair might perhaps be kept cleaner. I allude more pera 
laces immediately around it. 
an a eas of the camp as possible might be burnt at a r 
Berg Coto sant e trenches, i 
ae in the boats have been ordered for necessary pi to 
It is of the utmost importance that this matter should be con- 
the water of the river, which is necessarily drunk by all, aust 


pol isa be peacepannpty. looking to the ‘preservation of ‘elean- 
gibieore eer und $0 Witt, 
to be found on the edged of the siver. ‘These could easily be 
iit which lends to the Megua 
Be Solar RS TH 





arated from it by the khall. ate i is 
i Selshinent ib on the smallest possible seale, It consists of one 
i of. evommodating two patients, Two men suflering from cholera were 
of our visit. 
~ A second similar Lut is being constructed for Mahomedans. There is : 
‘is by himself, there being no compounder or dresser. ‘The hospital e 
of acook and a sweeper. ij 
20. The hospital arrangements appear to meto be on much too small a 
population at the fair is, I believe, at present something like 20,000 souls, and, as 
‘the hospital consists 6f a hut for two persons (which is now occupied) —A secon 
‘more persons being in course of construction, nite 
f a At any time, out of so large a gathering, 10, 20, or even a Iprger ni 
cholera cases,might be brought for treatment, and there ig at present no ‘means whatever: 
meeting any such contingency. The hospital accommodation’should be much ine fs 
ane to suggest that you migit, with advantage, consult Dr, Buckle and Dr. 
subject. f 
oe Another native doctor is, I believe, expected shortly. With Dr. Buckle’s 
think he should be located near the centre of the camp, and‘he might do good 
continually moving about distributing medicines and keeping a diary of his work. 
28. It would be much to the advantage of the sick if certain creature- 
‘supplied, from local funds jor the patients in hospital. Thus men attacked with, or 
from, cholera, require soups or similar nourishing food. Were a few pigeons and 
plied, this want ‘would at once be met. . 
24, I, think it would be well if particular conspicuous marks could be, 
where cholera’ cases had occurred in camp. A high bamboo pole, with a 
attached to it (or something of this sort) might be made to indicate, even from a. 
parts of the camp where the disease had appeared, The vicinity of such loci 
engage special sanitary interest and supervision. ‘ 
od ‘The clothes and bedding of all cholera patients should be very carefull 


26. ‘The evacuations of those suffering from the diveaso demand'the most especial 
tion. A solution of carbolic acid, or of the perman ite of potash, should be at 
-over every evacuation, which should then (without delay) be removed to a distance, 4 
fully buried.on the highest and driest spot of ground available, bes Es 
27. The excretions might be carried from the hospital in earth teria 
after being cleared of their contents, might be subjected to the action of fe i 
vidual might easily see to al! this, and there is no more important pn 
¥e feittery regulation of the camp. ‘The sweeper engaged in this work should | 
tl ice x 
2: 2 Cholera patients should be ordered to be very careful where 
‘biutions immediately on recovery. Instead of permitting them 
river, arrangements might be made for sasenshabie Howat from the river 
at a safe distance, where they could perfectly cleanse their bodies at | 
not myself believe in the direct .contagiousness of cholera, but as 
esas entertain a different opinion, itis only right that every reasor 


20. With this object in view, I am of opinion that every individual 
suffered from cholera should, after recovery, be kept uniter <ieaeegaeioen or at 
and that he should then be sent awiy from the fair, In this manner 
PG Laie, Luare Yo rogues the for cl goer tia Ae 

. ly, I have to request wor of your being good en 
informa’ tion regar the personal history and pF a g 
have already red in camp. at 





road, mius' 

. Phe road#are exclusively for public convenience, 
to put doy mat, rnd a seat Ae of She axis prnetbla 

ad set up a second entroachment on the road, and 80) hi 
soon become a mere foot; “The main streets must remain as they are ne a 

ing on them will be fined. 

nts are of still greater importance. There is no doubt that 
<a little inconvenienced by having to go some 200 yards to the rear of 
of SET. But if this rule is not enforced, the immediate surroun: lings of 
n Aud dirty and Spat On this account every person in camp 
obey the orders which have dy been laid down. If the people will accustom 
to stricts obedience to these rules, they will soon understand the real benefit they 
therefrom, and will eease to feel them burdensome. 












G. Ghistian, : 
Officiating Magistrate, - 
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a 7 Cc i d 
A.—INFORMATION AND RULES FOR THE PEOPLE. mo 
had ‘one must carefully attend to the preservation of general cleanliness in camp. ah 

Wy person detected fouling tho ground around his dwelling will be fined. A 
~The calls of nature must be obeyed at least 200 yards from the encampment. Parti 


indicate the localities set apart for such purposes, 
oe. have been dug, and all must resort to them or go inf the sppaie side: of x 





y 


< refuse of each dwelling must be placed, morning and evening, in tee of ‘he 
e ina conspicuous place, whence the sweepers can regulayly and easily remove it. 
Swe any person is scized with cholora, or any other serious illness, information 
given to the police; and the patient should, with as little delay as possible, 
hos ‘is very important. 

who may suffer ho diarrhea should immediately supply for medical 

the hospital or at the police thannah, 
iy hospital is open for the reception of patients at all hours of the day and nigh’ 

A sat va be carefully and kindly treated without any charge. 

against exposure to night dews, 


titers fruits faa Ba bad vegetables predispose to cholera. 
Phat vor any davibliedtis dict should be carefully avoided. 











and*over-crowding are yery apt to induce the disease. 

seized with cholera his evacuations should, as soon ai ible, be 
;and after his recovery his clothes should, if possible, be destroy pes 
spread the disease to other people. 
good water, cleanliness and wholesome diet are the great’ ‘atewnttled 


our to pat the whole camp as clean as possible. 


Ofer Meynt, 
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vl co men catean miata) Swraa Ae] eH, Siete Sewete EPP wae IT 
ies} wiwcas ATetT OTPETA | A 
op efits faaraifa vem mareR cathe way ceil eifeee) cy rem catty were 
atazz, Srerfurce AIAiAw! S uate Ales fofeer © weal sa ERcT 1 criMfects cHtA 
ay face e2ca #1! Malt i 
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aface ears) efarcag Mare) Shara catt feys Kents WeTeAl | 

oe | Sta oT, Ser os, fags BIA axe hETeA ATH) way aTARtE SATS AI 
warts facara Gotta | “ 

oy) cata wyuie ata vteies Cay ace eifyes etee aacmaz wfyecy ay sat 
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™ © D i 
bind B.—NOTICE FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE POLICE. \ 
1, Tnx police must carefully prevent all defilement of the camp. t ba) \ 





“2, Persons committing nuisances in the immediate vicinity of the dwellings must be 
brought before the magistrate Sn: seca 
3. The police must take care that every person in camp resorts, for the calls of nature, 
to the ground marked off for that purpose, and that he makes use of the trenches there 
repared. ies 
¥ a Particular watch must be kept around the boats, to see that the beatmen do not 
defile the river. For necessary purposes they must either go to the chur on the opposite side 
of the river, or to the ground marked off for the people of the camp, ‘ ] 
5. Constables and mehters must be specially told off to see to the cleauliness of the 
ground around the trenches. They must be held strictly responsible for any breach of the rules 
Jaid down for the guidance of the people. well ca eG 
6, The might-soil in the trenches must be effectually covered with earth by the mehters, 
at least, once every three hours. paren 
7, ‘Phe weeds and vegetable matter brought by the tide to the edge of the river must be 
daily “bath Led in me sig x the camp, ata seit irelpa 2 ba eras 
8. It will be the duty of the police to make gen ‘nown, amongst the people, the 
rules and instructions which bave been prepared for their Pane ert Rae ne 
9. It will also be their duty carefully to warn aie who are seized with cholera 
suffering rns diarrhoa to apply, without delay, for relief ; and to assist them in ge 
the hospital. “ 
10, ‘The police should be continually making rounds, and reporting every 
liable to injure public health, It is strictly apne orders that any one, 
should have his own private privy. Were allowed, with existing sea 
general cleanliness could not possibly be maintained, . 
lL. beLaadeem ry oon scehes a co) pon 
partioular shape att to the end of a long u it 0 erected in fro 
meee fe dadiyidial was steal, mut nade ane oe ee 4 
. A very important duty of lice will | et all possible 
the personal history of each fudeeidaal whe ‘seized seehticlaes hk 
18. . The following points will serve as a guide to the necessary 
a, The name, age, and ocoupation of the patient, 
%, His place of residence. ‘ = 
ce. At what time exactly was he attacked? 
4. How long had he been at the fair before being attacked? Ne 
. a : 


























at Ri paso 10 b Spstetni m ne treated ? 





_ Was ohn proving at the place se came fom? x 
tere wn'to haye with whom he associated betweon leaving hi 
at cance HS, sie 
jue to the nie of his attack be traced. * * 
i ‘Has = che occurred in the vicinity of where he was attacked? If so, give careful 





Very, careful inquiry should he made to determine whether or not the disease appears 


a 
> to ‘Bayo coe by the inter-communication of inditiduals, 


* Officiating Magistrate. 
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aifece 
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4) Giceteact co aeR UT SG UH Rete AMA’Sler OTS EN, STE] ae 
Sdiee maa cre Tiema MEA Yea TAA TIAA eBez | 

1 catefacra way cy wae fern Fal eRTICE, Cre ABA Fay AtatziTs wis Fats 
shfacna SU 8RCT | 

‘pl CHE eatdd a Saczz Meists okra States efeitizs Texts way ofan 
aferea eae wtetra efr'sica RETA WEIze! Baza | 

20) afar wae canta wea ahaa) cowieca, wae mintacds @EICETs cata ated 





‘caftcr facnt® sface) wy aryt fe afer wretze faces etae cttaetat cifece ay 


wins cats ae creer cx Gant Bars finer Tee ateaT vifaEfS aH Ncw ettca wi | 
$3 | cata Tier GATED RRem, cme wim Faacd wal Tietz Gareten aah fare 
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221 ct cateen Barta} akea, cme catcwy atatfas wag) etal tfecng ash 


Sirens | 


201 Gaet waa) wifaata fates fanfafes farzofia etfs Hf atfece eBce | 
Cs) caifta aia, aHA at arte | 
(4%) steta atrete 
Un) fee cota ance wteta entdoi etrifer | 
(a) Gatto) gents teh cx a aa MBAS fer 1, 
eatSsl Ebr] sem he cH afsfeenty fer | 
“CH CH BAERS SIAAICS CHITA SIA SAEZ) fOH fe al) 
) ot afpeace 14a Sia arene ala) tos aaa cra corices afew ment 
fe A), aera earSdtcw FQ) AAT! ewergMlT feos frazd ote li 
Sista eatSh| eeria carn stad Stat Tees ties fT | 
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“al Sf xBat eres, Sea wtETs HES fers wis | 
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The mean Barometer, us likewise the Dry and Wet Bulb Thermometer means, are derive 
“from the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. wet 
‘The Dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in colu 

» represent the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken 

‘he receiver of the lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of thie Anemometer: 
_ imehes above the level of the ground.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by 
“+ eter, is registered from noon to noon, ‘ 3 

















.g.__The extrome variation of temperature during the past seven days’: 


‘The max, temperature during the past seven days 
» The max. temperature during the corresponding period of 4 
.. . The mean humidity during the past seven days ‘ Rs 
_ » ‘The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year — 





= ‘The total fall of ruin from Istto 7th ... {7 lower sain geagy. 7°"! 







by Anemometer gauge 
bs + Ditto ditto, average of sixteen pred ~ PRS ec 
Ce re Ditto between the lst January 
ee Ditto ditto ditto, werage of 16 y 
‘Brratum in Oalowtle Gasettoof tho ni February, page 6G, Both Jannary, colamn 3, for “083, re 
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"The 8th February 1870, * 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lissishaht dabei of Bengal for * 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, 2 | 





Wednesday, the 9th February 1870. 








4 
5 Present: ¢ 8 An 
re His Honor mie Lrevrenant-Goyrryor or Benoat, Presiding, 
I. Cowie, Bse., Advocate General, Banoo Issun Caunpen Gnosan, 
Tue How’sur Asuiny Evex, Banoo Cuunnen Monvn Cuatrenser, 
-Monsy, Ese., 0-2., 1. M. Ronmsox, Esq., 
. R, Taomrson, Esq., F. FP. Wyaax, Ese., 
v. ‘H. Somaucn, Esa., AND z 
Hi H. ND, Ess. Banoo Jotzpnpro Monvn Tagore. | 
| Ravan Sarvaxunp Guosar, * 
: . CALCUTTA WATER-RATE: | 


.. Scuarom applied to the President to suspend the rules for the conduct of business 
him to move that the report of the select committee on the Bill to empower the 
f the Peace for the town of Caleutta to levy a water-rate on the town be taken, 
in order to the: settlement of the clauses of the Bill. He said that aécord- 
det of the council it was necessary that the report of a select 
ee ae in the hands of hon’ble members one week before the report could 
ion. Practically that had been the case in regard to the present © 
ich as the report of the committee, with the Bill. as pro to be amended, had, 
d in the-last number ‘of the Calcutta Gavette; but he learned that the official © 
till a later date. Consequently i it was.necessary for him to ask the 
to move that the report of the select committee: ~ 
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in the report of the select committee on. tho- Bill the alterations: 
distinctly stated that he need not trouble the council with a 
@ reasoris on which those amendments were founded.were not 
aking up- tho time of the council at this: 
explain the reasons.on which the chief amendments 
to consider the several clauses of the Bill. He would. 
committee be taken. into consideration in order 






| that inasmuch as the select committee to 
the legitimate Tine: of their duty ins wh 


ies 


ii "yo 
stance under which the Bill pagina Ww 
| position to levy a water-rate according to the pr 
interim Bill of afew sections only would have been qnite si 3 
e Justices through their chairman do not aspear to have asked fix m 
, advantaze had been taken of that cireumstance in the select committee | 
1c ils nite ut variance with those in force ahd established by the gitar 
nrand'which principles had bam diseoaéed ‘thendbaré it eal ‘ 
tive enactments W the council. ‘I'he committee therefore should 1 jd ha 
msclves to the principles in force and establighed by the legislature, 
ered and interfered with by the municipality, But the committee. ins 
harmouize with each other, had imported something quite in diseordanee wit 
eae He therefore moved that the Bill be referred back to the select committee w 
“ fions to restrict its provisions in conformity with the application of the 
“Justices, dated [4th January 1870, and to report on the same intwo weeks, 
Tax Apvocire-Gexenar said that he must oppose the amendmen 
oliject the reference back of the Bill to the select committee, because it app 
it proceedefl on a misconception of what the scope and effest of the proposed Bill 
“He could only imagine that the amendment had been proposed on the nosion that) 
thagnevessity for some measure of the kind involving the immediate imposition of | 
had been rendered necessary in consequence of the peculiar and epecial circumstances . 
orisen, therefore the lezisiation should only le, as he had seen it called, of an au 
charaster. He did not think the seope of the Bill could at all be regarded as of ayeailene 
Tt was plain that whas we were now yoing to do, subject to what might be determined on as to 
the assessment unl payment of the rate, was to levy a rate under the provisions of 
assessment of that rate would be.a prominent thing and exclude the operat 
© provisions of the Acts of 1863, 1856, and 1887 under which the Justices were to I 
bie by those Acts on the formal completion of the works; and ; 
immediate rfason why this had beeome the subject of legislation had been tht except 
incidental circumstances stated, he apprehended it was perfectly clear that the ¢ou 
dealing with the whole matter of legislation, and would be stultifying itself i, 
the assessment, and levying of the rate, they were (o consider thymeelves in wny way 
the mere adaptation, wth the smallest minimum amount of modification, of the 
“famacinted in the earlier, Acts, He was quite open to hear argamonts aiftinst t Lids 
-eontained in the present Bill, but it vould be premavure to say whether we shou 
“principle enauciated by the select committee. He could not, gue that the cain 
way went beyond their pri , and the business of the at 
having rezard to the circumstances, they should adhere to the’ ndments: pro; 
aire of a permanent cha:acter, in substitution for the provi y spats, 
deal with the question on its own merits, He therefure thought thy ofivinal 
be supported. ~ % 
Mr. Scuatcn said he would also oppos’ ameniment. The hohe 
have taken up the position adopted by the B 
on to the conueil. | They seemed there to thiuk that if the council 
) penagimentof & particnlur , they, the council, were beand to p: 
we with the request. ‘The duty of the coune |, however, was Hut to ait a 
their first duty was to ascertain whether there wore atcdant renin gore ed 
usidered that tere were such grounds, then it wos their dity to Téish 
- jw such @inanner as would be most, @saduewe to all sain von oF 
_ thatthe commirtey in what they had doue, bad proveedol beyond their 
differ trow that opinion. The Bill as proposed to be amended 
differed from the orginal Bill in. only two important points. Lt 
tion of the rate should be thriwi onthe owner instead of thro ing 
~ and tha* the collection of the wavle rate shbulil he muds by the wa 
_ the committee had not yene bevond their: provinee. Wie the Bill 
izrestion hail beet thrown ont that the selver pasta 
" fines of the invidence of tse rate; and acne 
the whole rate of tie owner was merely 
the, warer-: rate ag wellas the polive and 
tates die on 
ehigheh), did not think that in 
tuayond their Beko ye 





‘Mterrapt the hon’ble mtember as being 
‘into any diseassion of what it would be lawful for the select committs 
he hac come to the conclusion on the whole, on an examination of the 
|, that it was his duty to rule that this amendment was out of order and 
ed. The rules contained no prowision whatever for’ referring a Bill back to the 
mittee after they had made their report. The rule said that the report of the 
@ should be tuken into consideration, in orler to the settlement of the clauses of the 
svon as conveniently may be; and then there followed a provision by which the 
her might indirectly gain his object, if the council were of opinion that the 
of the select committee should not be considered: for the rule went on to sa . 
| the report is taken into consideration, it may be moved that tle clauses of the Vill. 
“ for s+ttlement in the form recommended by the select committee.” Therefore 
it would be the duty of the hon‘ble member in charge of the Bill to make that motion before the 
council proceeded to consider the. Bill. If that motion was affirmed, the clauses would be 20 © 
msidered ; if not affirmed, the clauses would be considered for settlement as they stood when 
the Bill was rend in council * : 
Phe questiwn that the report of the select committee be taken into consideration in order 
Mi iecipcaeut of lc.clansss of the Bill was theu agreed to, bee. 
‘Scitaton then moved that the clauses ef the Bilhbe considered in the form recom- 
' the select committee, 
‘The motion was agreed to, 
‘Whe consideration of Section 1 was postponed. 
Section 2 was agreed to. 
Section 3 provided that the water-rate should be sufficient to provide for all. current 
‘expenses and for all necessary amendments and reparations, for the expenses of any éxtension 
the water-works sanetinnel by the Lieutenant-Governor, for the interest of the moneys 
"borrowed, or which might hereafter be borrowed, for the construction of the works, and for the , 
5 jon of a sinking fund, with a proviso that the rateshoald not’ exceed’5 per cent. of 
annual value of the houses, premises, and lands assessed therewith. 
Mu. Scnatou said there bad been two altera'ions in this section; one was that every 
prypused should be subject to the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governpr. As he 
a m he touk churge of the bill, by the term “extension” it was not meaut to 
ions of a large kind, but such slight extensions as were rendered necessary by 
- down of pipes where they had not hitherto heen laid, or where dustees had been 
“under. proper to | control by the opening ont within them of proper roads. 
of the members the select committee seemed to eur that a powerful executive 
vantage of the provision to make large extensions, and therefore: the commitice 
mil the provision as he had just stated, and to provide that all extensions should be 
fie sanction of the Lieutenaut-Governor. ‘The next alteration was as to (he rate 
ie 


hen the bill was introduced, it seemed to be the general opinion that a maximum should 
From the papers he had sven, he believed that the rate proposed was on the whole 
it could be fixed. .A rate of 5 per cent. would represent about five lakhs of rupees, 
be paid, toveiber with the umyunt to Le reserved as a sinking fund, would anomnt 
Jakhs, aud the working establishment would cost about Ke, 1,28,000, besides 
ne cost of collection, which wouid require auovber Rs.10,000. This year there — 
wo of some back interest to pay; therefore a rate of 5 per cent. was certainly 
wonld merely leave a margin of about Rs. 50,000 for repairs and the 
this was the maximum, there was no reason why the justices should not = 
mas would be neces:ary for the actual requirements of the town, 
pen Guosat said he thought that the maximum rate provided in this 
civeumstanecs, necessary, and appeared,reasonable enough, But he 
opinion should have Lea made by the honorable member as to 
was to be the ‘permanent rate, or whether it was 
the formation of a rlcug fund was necessary, he 
see why the rate should be made permanent, 
ag not nevessary. Originally, in 1863, the rate 
d when the justices came up again, 
per cent., this Council, after a very 
‘ation of the entire question, increased 
jon, in order to enable the justices n 
contingencies too; that is, the cvuneal 
by the justi t another per cent, over | 












above it as a margin for fataré 

legislature, and their cxpedigr ind betn so reckless, 1 7 

© vot now sufficient ; and if no were put to this waste of pul r 

where they wereto stop. He found, amongst the discussions which ‘took place « 

ing of the Act of 1866, that Mr. Peterson, who was then a member of the Couneil,. Hat: 

“yf timates for oarryi the works hich these calculations were made, 80. ‘M 

bows abot foes had hewn Sac ot vory high raion au if Dey wece exteeded, he ooald Uo} Sah ae 

animanagemont ‘Hethoughtthe ostimates should not be allowed to ooze out, for then contractors nae 

found to do the work for less, notwithstanding the fact that v high prices had been fixed and, as 

could see, the works ought to be executed at'a much sinaller bos i 

Pun honorable mover of the present Bill wag also in charge of that Bill, and 

reference to these remarks he observed :— ew i: 
x rd h hea ‘timate spoken of, he might mention that the rates in it were y 

taken atthe fipledt, as great doubis had boon eprom as to the possibility of exveuting yay work witha tie 

estimate.” 










Consequently it appeared that 4 per cent. would be quite sufficient ; but if an extra one por 
eent. was necessary, he (Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal) thought that it should be inthe nature: 
of an ed interim rate and not of a permanent tax. z : 

Mr, Scuatoy said he wished to make a few remarks with reference to what had fallen 
from the honorable member. First wth regard to the sinking fund. The honorable member 
seemed to think that by having a sinking fund there would be an annual decrease in the amount 
of interest to be paid. THe (Mr. Schalch) would first meation that we were bound to pay interest, 
at the rate of"6 per cent. until the whole loan has been paid, and of that over 2 per cent. went 
to a sinking fand ; we would not thereby deorease the arnount of interest to be paid, because, if 
we did so, it would take 52 years to pay off the loan. But the principle of a sinking fund was 
that the interest accumulated at compound interest, and so increased in contributing to the 
re-payment of the loan ; consequently, the debt would be paid off in 82 years instead of 52 years : 
therefore the justices would still have to pay annually the whole amount of interest, eis., 
Rs. 3,12,000. As to the rate proposed in the former Act being 4 per cent., he would observe 
that the rate was practically a rate of 5 per cent. ; for the justices were to contribute a lakh of 
rupees abnually, which was equivalent to a rate of one per cent. Therefore-the maximum now: 
‘proposed was pritctically the same as the maximum rate imposed by the former law. 

* ‘The honoyable member had also made some observations about reckless expenditure and 
waste of money, with regard ¢o which he (Mr. Schalch) desired to make-a few remarks, ‘The 
whole question of the expenditure on account of the water-works had been repeutedly under 
discussion. - The rates originally fixed were no doubt then considered high, but it had been ©) 
found absolutely necessary to exceed those rates. However, the loan originally 7 
the same, and he believed the works had been executed without waste, and we were bound in 
any case to pay the interest.) As he said before, the interest added to-the amount of the work- 
ing expenses and contingen¢ies would take up nearly the whole of a 5 per cent. rate, leavit 
a margin of only Rs, 50,000:to meet the expense of repairs, which, though more than suficient 
at present, would no doubt increase afterwards, ' 


With regard to the permanence of the rate, this Act would remain the law until it was 
rescinded by some succeeding legislation ; therefore it had as much permanence as the council 
had power to give it. ; 

‘Tho section was then-agreed to. 

Section 4 provided that the rate should be payable quarterly in advance, 


‘Mr. Rontson said, as this was the first of the clanses relating to the collection 
witer-rate, he would call attention to the fact that there was no provision made for 
vemission of the rate in the event of the water-supply failing. When the water was once 
on, the occupier would be entirely dependent on that source for his supply, and°as the works: 
were on the constant-service system, a very slight interruption in any of them might — 
deprive the whole street or even two or three streets of their supply, w would put the 
occupier to the expense of employing bhistees and paying the water-rate at the same time, 
He thonght the Act should provide that a remission should be granted in the event” 
failure in the supply of water, ‘ 
_ Banoo Issur Cavxper Guosat, moved the omission of the whole section. It 
him to involve a new principle of pre-payment, which, if adopted, would create g 
in the muni accounts ; nor did he see what peculiar benefit the cet! 
to have at the sacrifice of the pee He thought that the old principle, c 
the “pate due, and after domand was made, son * — to. The b 

ipally fall on the occupiers of houses, who are get i tlemen 
ate of loss to them. Again, if pre-payment was to ba-auleroel Gk the 


(would be felt by that body ae a most grievous and partoulan inary done 
f For 




















motive might underlie this measure, it will be misunde: 
gant. be lly given by the trade for theeollection of money for ar 
do le members believe that a 2 per cent. commission would 
hard cash out of their own pockets without avy profit, and son 
: ua 
* 












ti) picts ¢ the sam: fib a class¥f gentlemen who, t anunici- 
: care not even for distraints "The nel should be fair By parties 

Temove this section from the Bill, * 2! Shae, 
Somaton said, that under the old system of collection there was a considerable loss, 
the alivot rates levied upon ocoupiers. It was a frequent ocourrence {4r a an 
we a house during a quarter, and he never took the trouble of thinking whether any” 
was dub, and it was impossible for the ntunittipality tp know when the occupier was about 
toleare, ‘The loss on this account amounted to about Its. 3,000 on every lakh; consequently 





















who really paid the tax had to make up the difference, and additional taxation had to 
9¢ imposed to make'up this loss. He did not think that this was right, and in asking for 
may in advance we did not make any unfair provision, as a re-payment was provided for 
sich portion. of the quarter during which the house remained unoccupied. He thonght that » 
practically the loss sustained in interest on pre-payment was so small, a mere fraction, that it 
should not be taken into consideration in comparison with the groat benefit obtained by reliey- 
ing the honest tax-payer from an additional burden. . 
Tae Prestpest said that the amendment proposed was a mere negative of the question 
before the Council, and therefore under the Rules of the Council could not bo moved. The 
honorable mover of the amendment could gain his object hy dividing the Council on the 
qnestion that the,section do stand as part of the Bill, 


‘The section was then agreed to. . 
Section 5 provided that the water-rate should be payable by owners, 


‘Mx, Scuatot said that before the hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Joteendro Mohun 
Tagore) proposed his amendment, he would ask leave to make a few remarks. The hon’ble 
































member on his left (Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal) had stated that there had been no reason 
given for a departure from the principle at present in force of levying directly from occupiers 
rates payable by them, but he had undertaken, in order to save the time of the council, to state 
those reasons in connection with the present clause, The principal alterations of the whole 
Bill were included in this section. There were two principles involved: 6ne was that 
* this section, taken in connection with the following four sections, threW a portion of” 
the rate on the owner, and practically the quarter and three-fourths rates were thrown * 
tively on’ the owner and on the occupier. He (Mr. Schalch) might fairly be 
Ss what were the reasons for this change. When the Bill came before the council 
thee was a suggestion thrown out that this question, as to whethor the entire rate 
ould be borno hy the ocenpier, or a portion placed on the owner, should be consi- 
dered, There had been a vory strong fecling that it was unfatr to put the whole tex 
on occupier, With regard to the previous legislation on this point, he might mention 
that it seemed to him that it had been entirely founded on the assumption taken from the 
oe of London; where the tax was levied on the occupicr. But the case of London waa 
n London water was supplied by private companies, bul in Caloutta the water was 
supplied by the corporatiou—in fact by the rate-payors themselves. When the water was 
supplied by a company it was not considered advisable to Fe them the power of enforeing: 
compulsory rates ind any compulsory remedy ; they were left to deal with those to whom 
ey supplied the water. In all the recent instances in England, water-works had generally 
© Toon constructed by the corporation, and compulsary taxation imposed for the lovy of the 
‘necessary expenditure connected with the water-supply. Since introducing the Bill, he had 
received a copy ofthe report of the Royal Commission lately appointed to enquire into the 
patbav ofernding the ‘eupply of water to London and the principal provincial towns, ‘The 
eudatitns of that ‘eommission were summed up in the last page of their report. 
1 oe opinin that it is a mattor of vital importance that an abundant supply of water should be 
. 4808 of the population, as well as for goncral public purposon, street watering and cleansing, public 


fires. 
‘Phere should bo s power of levying, as at Manchester, Glasgow and elsewhere, two 
io xate on alldwelling-honsos, the other a public or general rate upon all rateable 
company should be permitted to levy or expond such compulsory. sata, pra prrid 
of te water-supply should be entrusted to a rosponsible public body, with powers 
‘and omension of existing works, and for levying’ the rates referred to, 
le-means:of introducing cfficiently the system of constant supply, and for 
the poor. We believe that it world tend to coonomy, to. the improvement of 

{ts seen the propar provision for public objects, and for extinguishing firs,” 

s now accepted as aprinciple, not only for future adoption, but actual 
that, the rate shonld be divided betiveen the ocoupier aud owner, sf 
€ dno benefit. This hedenied. The supply of water toa town 

inasmuch.os the corofort of the inhabitants was. increased, 

and. thus raised the rent of property. In another part of 
‘the actual rule now was in Glasgow, Manchester and 
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to bare the powar of-levying two rates—nno, a pabily or 

Sand socondly, « special Il dwelling-houges 
Siar fete ig in in pons oto stale allay 
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92 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA 
sila es 
on the rental. Forptho 8d. rato ilo water is spect ‘but 

A ey mee Os anton paige tang 
flushing sewers, &c., &. ‘The 9d. rate is for water actually supplied for domestic nse." 
‘That was the course adopted in Manchester, and # would be exactly the same in this tow 
if the present Bill be passed. There would be paid a rate of 5 per cent., or one shilling in” 
the pound, of which three pence or quarter would be paid by the owner, and nine pence or 
three-fourths by the occupier. We are therefore introducing no new principle, and if we ar 
departing from the principle hitherto adopted ‘bere, we are departing from a ‘wrong and 
vicious principle and adopting a just and right one. “ 
The question of the proportion of the burden of taxation between the occupier and owner 
would come under consideration in sectiva 7, by which the owner was empowered to 
recover a certain proportion of the rate from the tenant, He (Mx. Schalch) would defer his 
remarks on {hat subject for the present. The principle laid down in the section under review, 
was that the entire rate should be first paid by the owner, and that he should have power to 
recover the occupiers portion from his tenant. That was absolutely no new principle, because, 
hy the existing law, in all cases where the annual rent was less than Rs. 100, the landlord 
was bound to collect and pay the rate to the Justices. The present Bill merely con- 
tained an extension of that principle which was adopted to make the matter more simple, and 
save time in the collection of the rate, and would probably tend to a reduction of the rate 
imposed. Under the present rule, for such collections as the owner had to make he received 
no consideration, but by this Bill he would reecive a commission of 2 per cent, on all sums 
he paid in at an early date. However, this was not a matter of great consequence. If the 
council thought that the present state of things was the best, and that owners should only be 
required to collect the rate from the occupier in cases where the rental was under Rs. 100, 
he (Mr. Schalch) had no very great objection: it was not a matter of so great importance as 
the first principle, which necessitated the distribution of the burden of taxation between the 
oveupier and owner. He saw that in a paper from the British Indian Association great stress 
was laid on the amount of losses incurred in the collection of the tax; in this matter they 
seem tohave fallen into some errors ; for in a recent memorandum he observed that the losses 
in levying the yate amounted to something less than Rs, 8,000 in each lakh, or about 3 
per cent, Almost the whole of that loss was caused from the system of levying the rate after 
the expiration of the quarter; but uow payments would be made in advances and the chief 
and probably the sole sourc@of such losses would be stopped ; and as the owner was empowered 
under the Act to recover the rate from the tenant also in advance, he would be protected 
from that loss. The British Indian Association seemed to think that there was a doubts on that 
point, but when the council came to that section he doubted not that they would have a 
favorable opinion on the ‘salject from the learned Advocate-General. One principle now 
before the council was the proportion of taxation; the other principle was the collection 
through the owner. The second principle was of mach less importance than the first, and. the 
two questions should be kept separate, and not mixed up in any amendment which might , 
be proposed, 
Banoo Jorrexnro Monun Tagore said that he did not quite understand how the hon*ble 
member thought the principle laid down in the three different Acts of the council was “ wrong” 
or “vicious.” Whether we considered the watering of streets, the supply of drinking water | 
to the inhabitants, or the flushing of drains, all the advantages were enjoyed by the occupier 
and none by the owner as such. For instance, a person might reside in the mofuasil and yet 
be the ewner of a house in town: what advantage would he derive from the water-su 
works? Surely when the advantages were enjoyed hy one class it was but just that they should 
he called on to pay, and not the owners, He did not know what the case was in other cities © 
of Europe, but in London a different principle held good; there the tenant, and not the land- 
Jord, was called on to pay the water-rate. It was said that in the general improvement of the — 
city, the owner should be interested; but the landlord did pay his contribution for such iin 
provements, There was a revised assessment every three years,and whatever the improvement 
was the landlord contributed towards it in the shape of increased taxation. He could not be called 
on to pay twice for the same thing, Then as to the principle that the whole ‘amount should — 
be paid by the owner and a portion recovered by him from his tenant—he did not see why 
that principle had been adopted, ‘The municipality had gywell-organised and well-paid establish. 
ment for the collection of the rates, and if they were found unable or lax in the : e 
of their duty, that was no reason wity the burden should be imposed on the landlord, Ifa 
had suffered a loss, wuch more would a private individual suffer who had not the same 
lities as the Justices for recovering the xate. A private individual must resort to 
cause court to realize the smallest amount due. It would be a very strange way of 
fying the municipality by requiring proprietors to share the loss amon; i 
: iereore moved that Section 6 be omitted and that Section 4 of the original Bill’ 
lor it, ¥ 
The Anvocatr-Genrnat said that as he had before the council an’ at 
had intended to propose, and which followed the principle of the 
was bound to state briefly bis reasons for coming to the conclusion to 
withdraw and not to propose this particular amendment, He might men 
3 ; 
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‘to do, to the principle ofjthe Acts of 1863, 1866, and 1867, which 
‘the water-rate on the occupier, he was.a good deal influenced by the impression that 

no nse had been made out for any alteration of that principle, and also what weighed a good 
“deal with bim was practically the confusion which the munidipality would be introducing in 
‘collecting the rate from any one but occupiers, in the numerous cases in which the owners of 
‘houses in Caleutta were not resident in Caleutta, or in any part of the provinces sudject to the 


jurisdiction of the Lieutenant-Governor of Rengal. In euch cases the remedies for recovery by 
distress from the owner would prove infructaious! But he was informed by the hon’ble member 























practical experience on the subject, that as regards the house-rate, which he (the Advocates 
Genexal) referred to as illustrative of the difficulty of working the principle of assessment. on 
owners, no difficulty had been found to exist in the realization of the rate in the case of 
absent owners, by reason of the provision (which would be applicable in the general Act of 
1863 under this Bill) by which in the casé of absent owners the rate could be recovered from 
the occupier, who was empowered to deduct the amount from the rent payable by him to the 
owner, Therefore the difficulty which occured to him (the Advocate-General) as regards the 
éollection of the water-rate from absent owners would in practice not arise. With regard to 
the broader question as to whether or not there was reason to depart from the principle 
adopted in 1863, 1866, and 1567, further consideration had led him to the conclusion that in 
the present case #ve should to a limited extent depart from that principle, because we had 
already departed from it in the working of the existing law. Perhaps it was not quite clear 
whether, under the general Act of 1863 the legislature, by the completion of the works as 
regards the supply of water to the town, intended completion in the sense that the works were 
80 to be introduced into the town that by the construction at the expense of some one or 
other of communication-pipes and other subsidiary works water should be carried to the houses, 
or whether the legislature intended to include the actual supply of water to the houses. On 
referring to the terms of the Act, he found that this principle appeared to have been adopted, 
‘that, as soon as a supply was completed, a water-rate should be imposed not exceeding 
two per cent. on all houses and buildings within the town, and then that in case water 
should be supplied in houses or buildings an additional rate of one or two per cent., 
rising proportionally 10 the beight or pressure at which the water must "be supplied to 
any particular douse, should also be imposed. Then in the Act of,1566 it was enacted 
that every householder, instead of as under the Act of 1863 a householder not being 
entitled to have water supplied into his house except on the terms of his paying such 
additional rising. rate, should be entitled to have the water eupplicd for domestic use on 
payment of a uniform rate not exceeding 4 per cent. That was based on the principle of 
not making the rate depend on the question whether the water was’ supplied for domestic use 
er'for purposes of business. But practically under the Act of 1466 the only mode in which an 
occupier could obtain the benefit of having the water supplied to his house—could obtain any 
benefit other than from the supply of water in the streets at the stand-posts; the only mode 
in which he could avail himself of that direct and immediate benefit to himself and his 
family, which under the Act of 1866 he was to be entitled to on the payment of a uniform 
rate—was by his constructing the necessary communication-pipes and works at his own expense. 
And if he did not do that, under the Act of 1866—and the same thing was kepb up 
under the Act of 1867 the only benefit which would result from the supply of water was 
to be obtained from the stand-posts. On further consideration it seemed to him, and it seemed 
to him now, that there would be something very unjust in the acceptance of that principle; and 

. for this reason. If the occupier, and the occupier only, was to pay the water-rate, and he was 
merely to get the supply provided under the Act of 1866, he could only get a personal benefit: 
from the supply of water by constructing the necessary communication-pipes at his own 
expense, The result would be that he who would mostly be an occupying tenant for a term of 
from two to five years, would be making a permanent addition to the value of tie house, which 
would be of no earthly value or use to him at the expiration of that term; that by reason of 
the permanent addition made at the expense of the occupier, and which would add to the 
value of the house, the owner would be ina position togeta better rent from a new tenant, who 
haye to pay the rate subject to any advantage the proprietor might e during the 
eoag tenaney, and the owner,would get the whole advantage as regards the perritanent 
to the. value of his prope®™, at the expense, in the firkt instance, of the occupying 
tenant, and a further advantage afterwards at the expense of succeeding tenant who paid 

“the rate, Under these circumstances, and after having had the ad. ze of discussing the 
i with the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill, he (the Advocate-General) came to 
mm that jt was much more equitable that there should be a division of charge 
Deaaicant occupier, Practically he thonglit that there could be no question that 
was only to be subject to one-fourth of the rate of 5 per cont. or 1} per cent., ho 
recoup himself without in the least diminishing the certainty of being able to let 
future, -by increasing the rent to the extent of 1} por cent, which would be so 

m would be deterred from taking a house by reason of any such 
reference that had been made to tho state of things existing im 
that no analogy existed, jo London water, like gas, was 
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in charge of the Bill, who from his antecedents must be exceedingly well-qualified from bis « 










supplied by a company and paid for'as a 
saerdine to the amount of faked 
or twice, he did not remember which, : le ° 
different houses; with regard t the dimensions of which cisterns they had com 
tion, ‘As soon asthe cisterns were filled no more water would go on, and the 
pay for a& much water as he consumed, just as he paid for so many metres, of g 
regard to the watering of streets and flushing of drains, that was to come out of 1 
tion of the rate paid by owners, and¢fell on them ae a part of the house-rate ; they hi ES 
for it just as for other improvements in the town. According to the amendment int 4 
in ‘select committee, the owner would have to pay 14 per cont, for-the advs » aad 
convenience that he would enjoy by the general improvement of the town, in ition to 
the permanent improvement to the value of his house, and his being able to demand an 
additional rent as son us the water could be supplied from the stand-posts into his hon 

On these considerations it seemed to him, on further consideration, that the principle now 
proposed was far more equitable than the existing one. 





Te Council then divided on Baboo Joteendrd Mohun Togore’s amendment : ye 
: ,  Ayes—4. Nous—9, ; 
Baboo Jowendro Mohun Tagore, Mr. Wyman. } Ke 
»  Chunder Mobun Chatterjee. » Robinson. x 
2) Ixeur Chundor Shon » Butherland, © sd 
jap Satyanund Ghosal. » Schalch. 
a * Thofapson: : : 


»» Money. 
The Hon'ble Ashley Eden. 
» -Advocate-General. 
: » President. 
The motion was therefore negatived. i 
On the motion of tux Apyocare-Guxzrat the words “ subject to the provisions of the — 
last preceding section” were prefixed to the section, which was then agreed to: wing 
Settion 6 was agreed to with a verbal amendment, 
‘Mux, Scuatest said there was a somewhat peculiar under-tenure in the town, undos whish 
the land op sxhich a house or hut was built was the property of one person, and the bnildi 
the property Of the tenant, who had the right to remove it, In such cases, as the law stond, 
the owner of the land would have to pay one-fourth of the rate assessed on the honeo or hut 
which did not belong to him ; but it was not fair that the landlord should pay any portion of }) 
the rate on a house that did not belong to him, and therefore, to meet sue! cases, he (Mr, \ 
Schalch) would move the ‘introduction after section 6 of the following new section :— pea 
“ For the purposes of this Act, the owner of any land upon which any house or tonement is situate shall - 
bbe doomed to be tiie owner of such house or tonement, aif shall ‘be liable to vn 
ppp eg la mir eee the yormoat of the wate 


‘The motion was agreed to. 

Section 7 was agreed to, c 
Ma. Scuatcu then moved the introduction of the following section to carry out) 
principle of the seetion previously introduced, and to enable the owner in such cases to pe 

the full arnount of the rate, and not only three-fourths :— ¥ 








VILA, “Whenever the owner of any land on which any hoonpier telenial ray be and ata : 
Hith Rowse ee 


be the owner of such house or tenement, and shall have paid the ‘rate for such land ‘an 
tenement, it shall bo lawful for him to recover from the owner of such house or tenement, in addition: ‘to the’ — 
wator-rate payable ia 


three-fourths of the water-rate payable in respect of such land, the entireamount of the 
respect of such house.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

Section 8 was agreed to alter several verbal amendments, 

Section 9 was.agreed to. 
Seetion 10 provided that no rate should be levied on unoccupied houses, 

Mx. Moser said the amendment he had to propose seemed nhturally to follow from 
aM Ce-adouted that one forth of the rate-abiould Ue paid by thy: DeHee Pee 
reason why, if the priveiple was adopted that the owner should pay a portion of the: 
assessed on the house, he should cease*to pay such rate when the house was unoecupi 
appeared fo him, individually, that instead of payin nothing or only a quarter d 
time the house was unoccupied, it would be E BeeN to enact that the own 
even more, because in Caleutta the owners of houses, owing to the 
the town, had a monopoly, In other towns, when the demand mone 
sould be built without limit; but in Calcutta, shut in as it was on all si 
and the result was to ‘give owners a monopoly, whieh enabled them to rai 
+0 an extent much higher than they ERAN to do but for this cor 
the ease was apparent from the fact that European residents in Calon 
rent out of all proportion to their means and income. - r 
owners are able to stand out for a rent which, ander other 
demand, In the contest which takgs place between the owner 

















le already adopted, the owner should pay one-fourth of the rate whether the house 
orsnot. It should be considered that onp-fourth ig the owner’s contribution towards the 
‘burden of the’ water-rate. As had’ just been remarked to him, the expenditure on 
the ral conservancy of the town, the flushing of drains, and the watering of 
nt on just*the same whether a house was ocoupied or not, He would therefore move 
bstitution of the following for Section 10 as it stood: — 
Bis yay eee of the water-rate assessable under this Act on any house, premises, or land shall be 
‘for tho poriod during which such house, premises, or Iand may romain anoceupiod.” : 
Mn, Surnertanp said that he would support the amendment on the ground last stated 
by the hon’ble member. It appeared but fair and just that the owner should pay the rate 
whether his house was occupied or not. 


~ Banoo Joruuxpro Mouun Tacone said that he would certainly oppose the amendment, 
‘The amendment would have the effect of being a penalty held in ferrorem over the proprietor 
to bring him to’terms with the tenant; he would therefore deprecate it as an ynjust inter- 
ference with the rights of private property. Besides, as long as the owner did not enjoy any 
henefit from the house, it would be hard indeed to call on hith to pay a rate for that period in 
order simply that he may not beable to stand out for a rent with the intending occupier, 


Banoo Issurn Crunper Guosat said that if it was the intention to puta pressure on the 
landlord, the amendment would fail in its object. If the owner of a property, whose 
annual rental was Rs, 2,000, could make up his mind to lose the entire rent, he could easily 
suffer the loss occasioned by the payment of his proportion of the water-rate; but if it wae 
re ere to put a pressure on the owner, the hon’ble member, to be consistent should 












‘owner pay the entire amount of the rate as if the house were occapied. 

* Mr, Sowarcu said that he thought that in considering this question, the Coungil should 

look to a very sitnilar case. By the existing law only half of the honse-rate ‘vas remitted 

@ the time a house remained unoccupied ; the municipality lost half and only half. Here 

rould lose the whole rate, and under the amendment proposed they would still lnse threa~ 

. ‘Taking into consideration the precedent of the house-rate, he thought that it would 

‘ mand junt provision to male the owner pay one-fourth of the water-rate even when his 

house remained unoccupied. 

“The Council then divided on Mr, Money’s amendment :— 











to SS ead Baboo Jotocades Mabon Tago 
r. : . shoo Joteendeb, Mabun ‘Tegote: 
 Bobinwoa. wv Chunder Molina Chatverjee. 
"Sutherland. %, . Iseer Chunder Ghodale 
* Bechaleh, Rajab Satyanund Ghosal, 


es 
tho Hon'ble Ashloy Eden. 
yy Ads jeneral, 
»» Prosident, 
motion was therefore carried, 

n 11 was agreed to with some slight amendments. 
yn 18 was agreed to, 
13 was passed with several verbal amendments. 


14 was 
Wray said the amendment which he was about to propose comprised the addition 
ions, involving one principle however, that. of compelling landlords to Jay on 

of water to houses, He was sorry that he had had occasion to differ 
‘colleagues on the select committee in respect to this matter; bub he 
atithe time heehad not made himself completely understood, He 
bat it should be made compulsory gu tenants to have water laid oo, 
‘itor not. Buthe then and still thought that every tenant should be 
ner’ to bear a portion of the outlay in laying on servive-pipes. to a 
must tend to the ultimate advantage of the owner, and add to the 
roel It had been urged ou! that it was no more equitable 
n gas. But it appeared to him (Mr. Wyman) 
mee iad now to pay a ase water-rate, and without 
would ing a large tax for no sal t purpose. 
L th: elie benefit to the householder in return for 
of knowing that his bheestie could obtain water 
tank or aqueduct, and it was surely not just 
0 hi 





































= x 
entirely the cosy of an improvem ent x hich, 
might tend to benefit iineall at the time, sak tend still more to the ultimaté pecun 
of the landlord, The fair medium seemed to be to consider the outlay in soa of the 
service in the light of an impwyement to be made by the landlord at the 
tenant, such as was frequently and willingly done by an owner in the case of ions 
improvemefite to a house, for which a fair interest should be payable on ‘the capital outlayed. 
He (Mr. Wyman) bad been favored with several suggestions by his honorable colleagues, | 
whom he was much indebted; and he,thought the amendments, as now deawn upp would “be~ 
found to meet the views of Loth the occupiers and owners of houses. He observed in the 
last’ paragraph of the letter of the British Indian Association, that the terms of the amend. 
ment were commented on in a strong manner, and a wrong inverence wag drawn, which Ne 
regretted and wished to explain away. It was inferred that there was to be made a distine- 
tivn between Europeans and Natives. If the words originally used, or the amendments which 
he intended to propose, could lead to such an idea, he begwed to diselaite any sach intention, - 
He assumed that the introduction of water-pipes into native hu:s would be attended ‘with 
much difficulty: further that the landlords of such would nov be prepared to lay‘on pipes, 
that the tenants would hardly require him to do so, and that the provision wonld most likely” 
prove a means ef oppression on the part of small tenants to sub-tenants holding under them, 
These were the reasons why he had confined the amendment to houses occupied by Europeans, 
But he entirely agreed that it would be utterly repugnant to the spirit of British legiaiaieat 
to introduce class distinctions such as had been assumed—distinctions he fiever in Teast, 
vontemplated. He deemed it due to himself to make this explaaation to show that he did not. > 
propose the amendments in the sense in which they had been understood. 


The first section which he would propose introduced the compulsory principle. It was 
as follows :— * 
“Tt shall be lawful for the tenant holding direct from the owner of any house or land by notice in. writ 
rigned by him, to require the owner of auch house or land to perform al!’ such nocesaaty works as miny be re- 
uired for bringing into such house or land « proper and sufficient supply of water for domestic purposen, 
ery such notice shall contain an undertaking on the part of such fensitt fo aay ipa alae annum 
durinig the residue of his lease, ealculated from the date of the completion of the works.” ia, 
After consultation with several of his honorable colleagues, he came to the conclusion 
that a percentage would be the more equitable way of meeting the case. The laying, on of 
water-pipes as really little different from any other improvement, and although the tenant 
might have a short period 18 run, the next tenant would doubtless be willing to pay the twelve 
per cent.; and on his rofusing to do so, the landlord might enhance the rent or remove the | 
tee thereby virtually compelling the tenant to pay. Assuming that the system was in force > 
lor ten yerrs, the landlord would reeover his outlay with interest in that period, VaaN 


The next seetion whiek he (Mr. Wyman) would propose was as follows :-— A 


“ ‘The supply (o a house shall be deemed sufficient for domestic purposes if it provides the necessary worke 
foe Sa with a tap in eath bath-room nob axceeding threo in each floor of much house, one other euah Gar Renee 
cook-room of, 0 ‘hed to such house, and one other such tap jn the promises, or in or near the stabl ,or 

Provided th; annual vont of such house shall bo logs than Rs, 800, taba 
e necessary works for, or with one top only within the said premises : and provided also, 
apply to huts, shops, godowns or other places of business or trade; and Bisa tet 
or buildings situate in styects, lanes, hye-lanes, or thoroughfares wher water-pipes have not been Inid by, the’ 
juatices, Provided further that the oeoupior ‘of such house or building hall keep in repair at his own expe 
tho works laid in by the owner for such supply of water.” y T ay 


It was considered necessary to define the extent of house eervice, because otherwit i] 
might be constant disputes between the parties. He thought that less than had’ been ¢ : 
in the section would not be sufficient for domestic purposes, An honorable membar ‘had | 
gested the addition of the first proviso (which he (Mr. Wyman) had not thought necesss 













a view to guard against the making of requisitions that were not contemplated. Of 

water-pipes had not been laid down in the street, the tenant could not ask the 

lay in water. vi 
The next section stood thus:— 


“Tn case any owner shall not within the space of two months from th ice of auch notice, 
necessary works as aloresaid to be completed, it shall be lawful for, the ert ne sha at ge 
ble by him 


but to which he had no objection) explaining more fully the intention of the 


i, 

eo) 

“4 
By 


toeause such necessary works te be completed, and to deduct frommhe rent pp 
works by equal instalments extending over a period of not Jess than six months. 

‘Tt was of course uecessary to give the tenant power to lay on pipes if the 
to do so, and it would be only fair by way of penalty to empower the tenant ¢ 
cost from the rent. Although it antehs seem ha sh to throw on the land 2 
laying on water, in such a case he brought it on himself by refusing 


The fourth eection which he proposed was — 


«N rks for introduc ily of water Y 
eiiin pereing ny iets ofthe Sal theca Oke tance ty nee 
‘to the owner,’ j * 
‘That was a section which it was quite os well to introduce to ] 
made either by the landlord or tanaaee * Bs2 









— 





Sia ee es rite er eee htee 
n the engineer of the, justices or of any officer authorized by the justices 
z on the owner and the tenant.” « . 

: proposed to refer i ba to the arbitration of the engineer to the justices, or other 
thorized in that behalf by the justices, in order that the opinion of the arbitrator 
entitled to respect ; and it was enacted that his award would be final, 4 

. * 


; ‘The next section was-as follows :— 


“There shall be payable to tho justices in respect of every such reference the mm of Re. 9 for every 

BEM Gt ia aati ‘rent of the. house in respoot ofthe water-supply-io which: tha Gifftrence any: 

provided that stich feo shall in no case exceed Rs, 10; such feo shall be paid by the person 

‘such, ce. All such works as aforesaid shall be constructed subject to the inspection and to the 

i 6f the engineer of the justices, or of same other officer appointed by the justicos in that behalf; 

‘and'for the of such inspection i shall bet lawful for the said ngineer or other officer to enter the 
Seer Mica at all ceanpnable-Schcs, or watil tho gompletion of such works 












; It was as well to fix the fee for reference to arbitration, without which the parties” might 
be unnecessarily delayed ; and it was also nevessary that the works should be constructed subject 
to the approval of the justices with regard to the necessity of adopting one systematic plan 
of work and providing for proper efficiency, 

The last section was — 
“Tt shall be lawful for any Owner who shall have completed snch works to recover from the person who 


shall have given such notice uny sum which such person had undertake’ to pay a6 if the same were rent pays 
able for the house in rospect to which euch notice shall have been given.” 


__. There was another clause suggested which he thought might fairly be inserted, and which 
was proposed to be added as a proviso to the second of these sections. It would only be fair 
that the tenant should be required to see that the pipes were kept in proper order; otherwise 
on his leaving the house he might choose to pull half the pipes down, and involve the owner in 
extra expense on account of repairs. He might mention that as regards the justice of making 
this house-service compulsory on house-owners, he had taken the opportunity of consulting a 
large house-owner, and although as the amendment now stood, it was not exactly in the 
form in which i was when the reference was made, his friend had stated «hat he, considered a 
division of the expense to be equitable, and that he (the house-owser in question) was quite 
ling to bear his share of the cost. As far as regards the desirability of the compulsory clause, 
he (Mr. Wyman) believed that, failing anything of the kind, there would be constant dieu: 
He had heard the matter very much discussed, and divers opinions, expressed. He thought 
that the course he proposed would save much litigation and annoyance. Further, should the 
of closet drainage ‘be introduced into honses, a full supply of water would be very 
,and the owner would undoubtedly be the person who would then have to lay it on, 
therefore the owner had not much to complain of against these clauses. Ten years 
‘hence, he believed, water-pipes in houses would be looked on as a matter of course: a man 
‘would then no more take a house without water laid on, than he would do so now in London. | 
With these remarks he would leave the matter in the hands of the council: and he trusted 
he should be considered to have consulted in the amendments as proposed equally the interest 
\ of the owner and of the tenant. 
4 in Apyocate-Generat said that as the amendments which had been read were very — 
wad would probably lead to a good deal of discussion as regards both principle and 
ie would ask the President, under the 9th of the rules of the council, to postpone 
ext meeting the consideration of the proposed sections. 


pepe postponed the consideration of the sections, and also the further consideras 


4 













t COURT OF WARDS. 


Monzx postponed tle motion which stood in tho list of business for tho further 

‘ion of the report of the select committee on the bill to consolidate and amend the law 

court of wards in the provinces under the contol of the Lieutenat-Goyernor 
- 


. 


weet to Saturday, the 12th instant. 





N (No.*830, dated Chyebassoh, 
I . the honor ti submit a report on the Singbhoom Annual Fair 
“December 1869 to 4th Soneey 1870. : 


last is the seventh fair, since its first establishment. T am happy 


of all preceding ones in being thoroughly appreciated by the 
| that at no very ean time it will develope the ee of the district. 
‘It has been Tepe |, from year to year, that a marked improvement was 
each gubsequent fair. I find Lieutenant Lillingston, in his iption of the ¢ 
Yast year’s fair, stated that it was such as had never before been seen in Chyebassab, an 
; from the most distant peers were present. «The gathering on this oceasion ws 
greater, and the people all thoroughly aa peatat the athletic games which 
up for them on the closing day. 
4, I am happy to be able to report also that no disease, epidemic or op 
while the fair |. Tt®vas to be noticed, however, that the lange herds of bi 
form an important feature of these fairs, were absent. In the fair of 1867, very ‘great 
occurred among such herds, and a good many diseased animals got into the bine 
very sad resylts followed. The loss to the proprietors on that occasion has likely di 
from importing these animals to so great an extent; and as in their importation epizooties are 
@ certain consequence, I am rather glad that the number of herds has diminished, 
5. Lappend a statement of merchandize brought to and sold at the fair, 


6. The number of shops or stalls in the fair were 353. 











Statement of Merchandise Brought to and sold af the Chyebasiak Annual Fair, hel 
* December 1869. 


Name of articles. 
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INDIAN* RAILWAY MAIN: 


Coaching Receipts, Weight carried.) 












umz, 
Rotern of Trafle for Week ended 29rd January 1870.0n 1,131 miles open’ 


‘Magbuannzan ax Mucmmar Taarrre. 
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3,98,0151) 


Approvimate Return of Traffic for 
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‘Qwoeks of half-year... 








‘otal for 3 weeks 







































Tea AnD 2nd) Mds.8rs| aa] 
assets 5 4| took 8 a] 782,708 10 soso 9 1) 6709 17 
its 4 8 n617 a] 35 0 1 “50 17 
683,183 14 O 63458 10 6 15,06,506 10 00,002.16 0) 144,101 6 
Trois 61] Tae 18 7] vs20005 10 9 | 130203 6 1 | 20,078 38 
100,713 0 3 14,731 19 | ‘7,28,840 10) 411,002 12 2 | 87,738.10 1 02470 9 
217 13 0 6 vee M401 wT 4 6 710 
657,701 18 3 BI,129 11 8] -99,88,765 20 | 19,768,787 13 11 | 1,17,096 2 0] 10815016 5 
u : , 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Week ended 24rd January 1870 on 223 miles open. 
Bean PB) Bed. Mils.Sre) Re. As. P ead 
F 6 soarT o| 9,601 10 
ie) ve ad “at 
mgor 1 in| 4080 8 1 Gago 30] 25,008 6 0 | i 
74,809 10 11 6817 4 5], 1,290,678 50 35,016 1 0 10,081 18 8 
[— 3) Pi 
1078 6 6 985 19-8 40019) 1oflso 9 1] seen 16 0) ones Bw 
ooo 2 2) eo wT owe ues 
38767 6 7] 3,658.13 8 197,007 10] 60,180, 6 | 4007 33 4 R181 70 








EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 


of Traffc for Week ended 22nd Janwary 1870 on 1194 miles open. 





Rs. As. P.| gad. ‘Mada Sra 
soo 1 | 284s 1 8 87,200 0 

ao 2014 0. 70 0 
437 8 0] 4018110] 2,08,105 0 





0,300 14 6 259,401 0 


81,708 96 
718 












2,095,154 26 





Re As. PL 
16,981 18 0 

1430 0 
tol 4 6 


45,03 0 6 


14,000 8 3 
_ 80 


to806 14 al 


RAILWAY, 


fad 


Ws 5 3 
Woo 4 
2,907 18 8 


sana 


1,836 126 
uw s 





5120 0 @ 






































© BAST INDJAN RAILWAY MAIN. LINE. (6 
Approvinate Retwrn of Trapte for Week ended 80th Jenuary 1870 on 1131 
* 












Manonaspiey ax Mrxunas, Terrie, | 

















. Coacnina Teavric, 
Number of 
‘Passengors,| a Coaching Recetya, Woiebtexrsiea} 
‘Rs, As. P, £4 a) * Mads, Srs, ‘Res, As. 
‘Tramic for the week .. 144.800}) 92,77,228 18 6 25,412 637,011 0 | 9,08,692 «: 
in of Railway a ss ‘M278. 2 
of vie 88j| 7.70150 4 1] 77,62 18 7 | wad, 97 20 | 120.093 10 9 





Motal for 4 weoks 





COMPARISON, a 
Re tering wok | see | unas | anon on 
Hie of Kail respon 
wreck previounvear wool was 
Total to corsorpen dng: date oF 
‘previous year > 4367608) 708,020 8 1 70.498 18 7 





Gaiam lianas 27] cae « 
ee eee 
















| 2sanaHs 20 | 80.085 120 


; farses eat 
| 





a0 8 
sud 
1,546,987 11 2 | 


719,011 10 | 416ms 7 6 
800 1 0 
83,0870 30 | 10,9073 5 7 





* Be, 





EAST INDIAN RAILWAY JUBBULBORE LINE. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for Week ended 80th January 1870 on 223 miles open. 


s5-5-10 added, being short included in Inst woek. 















































Re, As, P| kaa. Mis. Sirs] Rs, An, 
‘Total TraMe forthe week «. — « 7,800 19470 1D 7 2 42274 0 10,804 9 
Or por mie of Railway SB if 7 
‘For proyious 3 wrosken ‘of bulfyoar 3674) 74860 1011 i 5 | Shel 1 
Total for 4 weeks —...| 90,2024) 95,845 12 4] KOR IO 7 | 171,58 89 | 40,8 
Coxpamox. , _— 
Total for sorraponiing’ week of . 
4,000, 20,715 15 10 1,805.19 4 16,019 11 
Perini miley ofl ales carreapondlis 
weak of previous singe Res 8104 mw 
‘Total to corres) ing aap * 
vious year 18,207 0.485 6 OO 5,452 13 0 2,81,082 80 I 66,176 1 
i EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for Week ended 29) 





th January 1870 on 113} miles open. 










































































| Ra As Lad ‘Mds, Sri| Ra, As. P. 
‘Total Tene for the wook auf Sih) 1h oo sets | 193,020 6 0 
OF por mile of Raliway $1 2 Wu & mW} 1s 1b 
For previous 4 Wook of ini esa i haar 33] gem 6 | dooms 06 
Total for weoks — sri] ease | tne 8 3] Brees © | 0.008 6 8 
‘Compantso: | 
otal for ronrespousiny week of 
eaten Leesa gio] amen ae ot] ao0r an | aaheso ee! ayzia0 94! ape o 
Par mile. of Railway corresponding, u 
Ofproviows Fest io ws 6) 1h te] 1,009 6 ay oan ws 
mil to corresponding date Ot pe: | 
wiouw year. won| WONG | 0,799 0 2) HSHIT | AOA SE) THOT BM 
CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate 


Return of Traffc,for Week ended 2th January 
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‘Total for § wocks 
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Rurheo 
Hasareobaugh ... 


Bhangulpore 
Monglye 
Patna 


frem Sist Jan. 
to 6th Feb, 1870. 


Bait 





ditto 
Not reseived| 


il 
Not recoived 
aitto 
itt 


[Not received 


Not. roceived 
Not reeoived 
ONL 
Not received 
Nil 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto, 
* |Not received 


Ni 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto, 





Tnoh, 


|| Not recoived 


ditto, 
Nil 
ditto 
Not received. 
Nil 


Nil 
ditto, 


Not received 
i 
Not received 


Not received 
Nil 


Nil 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto, 
ditto 


ditto 








99th Jai 
oth Fel 


6th Feb, 1870, 
ditto, 

80th Jhn, 1870, 

6th Feb. 1870. 
ditto, = 
ditto, 

6th 1870. 


ditto, 
ditto 4: 


6th Fob. 1870, 
oth Feb. 1870. 
ditto, 
ditto, 
6th Bab. 1870. 
sth Jan. 1870, 
6th Feb. 1870. 
oth Feb. 1870, 


6th Feb. 1870 
0 Mie 





Not received 24th to. 
Not recvived 3rd. cde te 








